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AN  ACCOUNT 


OF  THE 


FIRST  AERIAL  VOYAGE 
in  ENGLAND. 


LETTER  I 


My  Honoured  Friend,  London ,  July  15,  17 84. 
HE  innumerable  inftances  of  kindnefs  I  hare  re¬ 


ceived  from  you,  and  the  refpedtful  affe&ion  it  has 


impreffed  on  my  mind,  have  infenfibly  led  me  into  the 
habit  of  giving  all  my  interefting  thoughts  and  adtions, 
fome  reference  to  you,  and  making  your  opinion  and  fa- 
tisfadfion  necellary  to  my  happinefs. 

You  are  well  apprized  of  the  general  effedt  which  the 
attempts  to  perform  Aerial  Voyages  in  France,  have  had  in 
Europe  ;  but  you  may  not  know,  that  the  Philofophers  in 
England  have  attended  to  them  with  a  filence,and  apparent 
indifference,  not  eafily  to  be  accounted  for* 


Thefe 
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Thefe  two  nations  emulate  each  other  in  all  circum- 
fiances.  And  the  progrefs  and  advantage  of  manufactures 
are  not  watched  on  either  fide  with  greater  anxiety  and  jea- 
loufy,  than  a  difcovery  in  fcience,  or  an  improvement  in 
fine  arts.  This  has  the  happieft  effect,  as  it  is  accompanied 
with  a  liberality  and  candour  that  do  honour  to  human 
nature. 

The  firfl  rumours  of  Aerial  Voyages  were  fo  fwollen  by 
the  breath  of  fame,  and  the  imaginary  advantages  to  at¬ 
tend  them,  fo  rapidly  and  plaufibly  multiplied,  that  the 
genius  of  Englifh  philofophy,  which,  fince  the  days  of 
Newton,  has  born  the  palm  of  fcience,  clouded  her  brows 
with  a  kind  of  fullennefs,  and  perhaps  feared  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  the  afcendency  of  her  filler. 

The  glory  of  a  difcovery  is  indivifible  as  the  atoms  of 
Epicurus ;  and  in  refpedl  to  aeroflation,  it  remains, 
and  mull  remain  with  France.  It  is  fuppofed,  and  I 
fpeak  it  on  better  authority  than  rumour,  that  fome  of  the 
molt  attentive  and  penetrating  obfervers  in  England, 
meditate  fuch  improvements  of  Aeroftatic  Balloons,  and 
fuch  modes  of  applying  them  to  ufe,  as  may  give 
them  an  equal  claim  to  glory  with  their  philofophical 
rivals  in  France.  But  this  has  not  hitherto  been  attended 
with  any  remarkable  efFedls. 

You  will  poffibly  wonder,  that  in  fuch  circumilances, 
at  my  age,  with  the  numerous  engagements  and  occupa¬ 
tions  of  my  office,  not  yet  diflinguifhed  in  the  records  of 
fcience,  and  but  little  known  in  a  country  fo  enlightened 
as  England,  I  fhould  have  the  ambition  to  be  the  firft 
man  who  vifited  its  atmofphere. 

I  have  already  acquainted  you  with  the  proje£l  of  our 
friend  Zambecari,  and  the  reafons  of  its  failure.  Little 
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difappointments  and  errors  are  often  the  means  of  inftruc- 
tion.  1  proceeded  in  a  different  method,  and  conceived 
the  defign  of  intercfting  generofity  and  humanity,  in  the 
patronage  of  an  experiment  of  fome  hazard,  particularly 
in  the  hands  of  a  foreigner. 

At  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  this  metropolis, 
ftands  a  monument  of  liberal  and  prudent  charity,  firft 
fuggefted  (as  it  is  faid)  to  Charles  II.  by  a  licentious  wo¬ 
man.  It  is  the  hofpital  of  military  invalids  at  Chelfea ;  an 
objedl  of  national  attention  ;  and  managed  with  a  refpe£t  to 
the  intentions  of  the  fucceffive  Princes  who  have  patro¬ 
nized  it,  and  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  meritorious 
veterans  who  inhabit  it,  which  are  not  common  in  na¬ 
tional  inftitutions. 

i  his  building  confifts  of  three  Tides  of  a  fpacious  qua¬ 
drangle:  a  garden  Hoping  before  it  to  the  fhore  of  the 
Thames ;  the  vale  extenfive  and  fertile,  and  bounded  by 
hiils  gently  rifing,  highly  cultivated,  and  beautifully 
marked  with  villas,  churches  and  villages,  all  indicating 
the  opulence  and  felicity  of  the  inhabitants. 

This  I  have  fixed  upon,  in  my  mind,  as  a  pi&urefque 
and  propitious  fpot ;  and  I  wifh,  as  it  were  from  the  altar 
ot  humanity,  to  afcend  the  (kies. 

1  have,  therefore,  addreffed  the  following  requeft  to 
Sir  George  Howard,  governor  of  the  hofpital. 

44  Mr.  Lunardi  has  the  honour  to  acquaint  Sir 
cc  George  Howard,  that  he  intends  to  conftruft  an  Air 
“  Balloon,  in  which  he  will*  afcend  for  the  purpofe  of 
41  making  fome  interefting  experiments.  But  previous  to 
<c  his  engaging  in  fo  expenfive  an  undertaking,  he  wilhes 
“  to  be  allured  of  a  place  for  launching  it,  to  which  none 
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4C  but  fubfcrlbers  can  be  admitted.  If  Sir  George  How- 
54  ard  will  indulge  him  with  his  permiUion  to  launch  it 
44  from  Chelfea  gardens,  Mr.  Lunardi  purpofes  to  devote 
54  whatever  may  exceed  the  expence  of  the  undertaking  to 
64  be  divided  among  the  Invalids  of  the  hofpital.  Mr.  • 
44  Lunardi  requefts  the  favour  of  an  anfwer  from  Sir 
44  George  Howard.” 

The  King  of  England  is  diftinguifhed  for  an  attention 
to  the  minuteft  variations  in  the  ftate  of  fcience  or  the 
arts,  as  he  is  for  an  unblemifhed  character,  and  the  moft 
fcrupulous  practice  of  all  moral  and  religious  obligations. 
The  innumerable  concerns  of  an  empire,  to  which  ex¬ 
tent  and  unweildinefs  alone  have  been  an  inconvenience, 
do  not  prevent  his  perfonal  notice  of  any  remarkable 
chara&er,  or  his  correct  examination  of  any  fcientific 
event. 

He  has  had  the  condefcenfion  to  attend  to  the  firft  pro¬ 
bable  intimations  of  a  fuccefsful  experiment  with  Bal¬ 
loons,  and  the  governor,  with  his  Majefty’s  approbation, 
has  granted  my  requeft. 

1  know  your  friendly  and  parental  bofom  will  have  fome 
emotions  at  the  opening  of  a  delign,  by  a  youth  whom 
you  have  fo  long  cherifhed  and  loved,  which  leads  to  glory, 
through  fome  uncertainty  and  fome  danger.  But  my  refo- 
lution  is  taken,  and  you  know,  within  the  bounds  of  life, 
nothing  can  fhake  it. 

When  I  write  to  you,  though  at  fuch  a  diftance*  I 
difeharge  a  duty;  It  feems  to  have  the  effedl  of  my 
ufual  methods  of  confulting  you.  I  obtain  my  own  ap¬ 
probation,  and  collet  firmnefs  and  refolution,  where  per¬ 
haps  X  had  my  difficulties  and  doubts,  and  I  take  you 
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with  me  in  every  thing  I  do.  This  habit  is  favourable  to 
my  {lumbers,  which  I  find  to  be  a  little  interrupted  by  the 
magnitude  cf  my  deiign.  I  will  therefore  avail  myfelf  of 
its  influence. 

Good  night,  my  deareft  and  beft  friend,  communicate 
my  intelligence  to  my  lifters,  &c.  and  believe  me  to  re¬ 
main,  i 

Your  obliged  and  afFedlionate, 

'  VINCENT  LUNARDL 


♦ 
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LETTER  II. 

I  * 

l 

My  Dear  Friend, 

If  Know  your  anxiety  to  learn  the  progrefs  of  my  un- 

J|_  dertaking. 

Neither  my  fortune  nor  my  oeconomy  have  ever  allow¬ 
ed  me  to  he  in  affluence,  I  therefore  enter  on  any  bufinefs 
requiring  expence,  with  fome  difadvantage.  In  Italy 
I  Ihould  have  fought  the  patronage  and  genera¬ 
lity  of  my  Sovereign,  or  of  fome  liberal  and  opulent 
nobleman,  to  enable  me  to  fuftain  the  expence  of  my 
prefent  undertaking.  Here  wealth  is  more  equally  dif- 
fufed  ;  and  by  any  contrivance  that  can  gratify  the  curio- 
lity  of  the  people,  fums  of  money  are  immediately  col¬ 
lated,  without  the  anxiety  and  mortification  of  peti¬ 
tioning  the  great.  This  has,  in  fome  meafure,  bamfhed 
patronage  from  England  ;  but  ingenious  men  are  perhaps 
the  better  rewarded,  and  are  not  rendered  Haves  to  the  pur- 
pofes  and  caprices  of  patrons.  Hence  are  innumerable  ex¬ 
hibitions,  which  are  always  open  in  London,  and  which 
are  means  of  circulation,  convenience,  information  and 
utility,  aim  oft  unknown  in  every  ether  country. 

To  proceed  in  my  defign,  I  have  been  obliged  to  adopt 
this  cuftom.  You  will  not  be  offended  that  a  fecretary  to 
an  embafty  exhibits  his  Balloon,  when  you  know  that 
the  firft  artifts  in  the  nation,  under  the  immediate  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  King,  and  incorporated  into  an  academy,  ex¬ 
hibit  their  pi&ures  yearly,  and  that  the  price  of  admif- 
iion  is  one  (hilling.  This  expedient  adds  two  or  three 
thoufand  a  year  to  the  income  of  the  academy,  and  is  nei¬ 
ther  an  inconvenience  or  a  difhonour,  where  the  diffufion 
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of  wealth  through  the  loweft  ranks  renders  the  whole  na¬ 
tion  the  general  patron  of  ufeful  defigns. 

In  the  centre  of  London,  and  in  a  ftreet  called  the 
Strand,  becaufe  it  runs  by  the  edge  of  the  Thames,  there 
is  a  large  room  con.TuCted  for  the  exhibition  of  pictures, 
by  the  fii It  fociety  formed  in  England  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  painting  and  feulpture. 

Italians  viewed  this  fociety,  and  every  other  of  a  fimilar 
kind,  as  the  Europeans  do  the  eftablifhment  of  manufac¬ 
tories  in  America.  The  Eno;lifh  had  been  accuftomed  to 
fend  their  youth  to  Italy  to  learn  juft  fo  much  of  the  fine 
arts  as  would  enable  them  topurchafe  and  imitate  its  pro¬ 
ductions.  At  this  time  there  are  names  in  England, 
which  are  equal  in  reputation  to  any  in  the  world.  This, 
however,  is  greatly  owing  to  the  patronage  afforded  by  his 
Majefty,  who  has  inftituted  an  academy  for  feulpture  and 
painting,  and  who  is  himfelf  the  beft  judge  in  his  domi¬ 
nions  of  the  productions  of  his  artifts. 

T  he  Inftitution  of  the  academy,  gradually  weakened 
and  deftroyed  the  fociety,  and  their  room  has  fince  been 
fitted  up,  for  a  fpecies  of  entertainment  which  no  coun¬ 
try  ever  produced  but  England  ;  that  is,  a  debate  on  poli¬ 
tical  fubjrCts,  continued  at  random  by  any  man  who  wouid 
pay  for  his  ad  m  iff  on,  and  fpeak  fo  as  toamufe  the  affem- 
bly.  in  reference  to  this  entertainment,  it  was  called  the 
Lyceum  \  and  in  that  Lyceum  I  exhibit  my  Balloon. 

As  the  minuteft  itep  I  take  is  interefting  to  you,  I  fhall 
fend  you  fome  of  my  proposals  and  advertifements  juft  as 
*hey  appear. 


ADVERTISE- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

J  Take  the  liberty  to  acquaint  that  I  have 

undertaken  the  conftruCtion  of  a  Globe  of  32  feet  in  diame¬ 
ter,  with  which  I  intend  toafcend,  as  foon  as  compleated, 
to  make  the  moft  interefting  experiments,  efpecially  that  of 
going  many  miles  before  the  wind,  and  keeping  the  Globe 
constantly  not  higher  than  a  gun-fhot;  previous  to  my 
conftru&ing  the  great  Machine  for  direction. 

Being  already  involved  in  great  expences  attending  the 
conftruCtion  of  fo  large  a  Globe,  made  with  the  beft  oiled 
filk — the  tilling  it  with  inflammable  air-— the  Machinery 
for  the  experiments,  &c. — am  obliged  to  folicit  the  aflift- 
ance  of  the  liberal  promoters  of  ingenuity,  in  an  underta¬ 
king  of  fo  curious  a  nature;  by  the  improvements  I  flatter 
myfelf  to  have  invented,  I  hope  to  render  the  difcovery 
of  great  public  utility  ;  and  prefume  to  requefl:  you  will 
have  the  goodnefs  to  honour  me  with  your  fupport  and 
fubfcription :  as  approbation  of  my 

fchenje  may  have  weight  with  others,  and  induce  them 
to  conceive  the  practicability  of  it. 

The  gallery,  oars,  and  wings  are  already  made,  and 
to  be  feen  at  the  Lyceum ,  Exeter -Change ,  Strand ,  where 
the  Balloon  is  now  conftru&ing,  and  will  be  flnifhed  in 
about  a  fortnight.  With  which,  when  compleated,  I  in¬ 
tend  to  fet  off  from  Chelfea-Hofpital  Garden,  having  al¬ 
ready  obtained  hisMajefty’s  patronage,  and  Sir  George 
Howard’s  permiflion. 

Snbfcriptions  are  taken  in  at  Mr,  Debrefs >  Bookfeller ,  oppo¬ 
site  Burlington- Houfe ,  Piccadilly  ;  Mr,  Booker ,  Stationery 
No.  56,  New  Bond- Street ;  Mr,  Barnes ,  Engraver ,  Co¬ 
ventry- 
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Gentry-Street,  Hay- Market ;  Mr.  Adams, ,  Mathematician 
to  his  Majejty ,  A7;?.  60,  Fleet- Street ;  awi  at  Mejfrs .  Nairn  e 
and  Blunt ,  Mathematical  and  Pkilofophical  Instrument-* 
,  makers ,  A7”?.  20,  Comhill ,  oppofite  the  Royal-Exchange. 

Which  Mr.  LUNARDl  will  give  his  Receipt  for. 

The  guinea  fubfcribers  will  be  admitted  into  Chelfea - 
Hojpital  Garden ,  and  have  a  chair  near  the  Giobe  the  day 
ofafcending,  and  may  view  the  conftruhtion  at  the  Lyceum 
four  different  times. 

A  half  guinea  fubfcriber  will  lilcewife  be  admitted  into 
the  Garden  on  the  above  day,  and  alfo  be  accommodated 
with  a  feat  on  benches,  next  to  the  chairs,  and  admitted 
twice  to  fee  the  conftrudfion  of  the  Machine. 


The  probability  that  my  defign  would  be  executed,  pro-, 
duced,  what  hardly  any  recommendatory  letters,  or  other 
common  means  of  introduhlion  will  do  in  England,  I  mean 
an  acquaintance  with  perfons  of  merit  and  confequence. 
England  is  open  to  all  the  world,  either  in  war  or  peace; 
and  a  man  of  talents  whether  liberal  or  mechanic,  cannot 
fail  of  fupport  and  encouragement  in  proportion  to  his  me¬ 
rit.  But  it  would  be  wholly  ufelefs  to  bring  to  London 
fuch  letters  of  recommendation  as  would  in  any  city  on 
the  continent  enable  a  man  to  run  through  almoft  all  the 
houfes  in  it.  Here  the  prodigious  refort  of  grangers  has 
nearly  deftroyed  that  indifcrimniate  fpecies  of  hospitality,, 
which  prevails  on  the  continent ;  and  which  while  it  may 
be  agreeable  to  thole  who  travel  to  get  rid  of  time,  has  not 
fufficient  utility  to  attone  for  its  inconvenience.  But 
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when  onee  a  circumftance  in  the  fituation  or  character 
of  a  ftranger  has  attracted  the  notice  of  an  Englifhman  y 
and  he  has  declared  himfelf  his  protedtor  and  friend, it  is 
worth  a  thoafand  of  the  civilities  of  general  hofpitality 
a  reliance  may  be  had  on  its  fincerity;  and  the  friendiliip  is 
permanent  in  duration,  as  it  is  flow  in  growth. 

Sir  Jofeph  Banks  is  among  the  firft  perfons  who  hav© 
taken  notice  of  my  defign  ;  and  he  has  honoured  my  fub- 
fcription  with  his  name.  The  reputation  he  has  acquired 
as  the  firft  botanic  collector  in  the  world  ;  as  the  friend  and 
companion  of  Captain  Cook:,  in  one  of  his  voyages  round 
the  globe;  as  the  president  of  the  Royal  Society;  and  the 
general  patron  of  knowledge  and  merit.,  renders  any  ac¬ 
count  of  him  to  you  unneceffary. 

My  fubfcription  however  comes  in  but  flowly;  nor  has 
the  Balloon,  though  larger,  conftrudted  of  better  materials 
and  on  better  principles  than  any  that  has  yet  appeared  in 
England,  excited  the  curiofity  I  expended.  This  is  partly 
owing  to  fome  ridiculous  exhibitions  of  the  kind  which  ' 
have  been  had  at  the  fame  place,  and  which  have  diffufed 
a  difpofition  to  incredulity  and  fufpicion. 

My  Balloon  is  compofed  of  oiled  filks,  of  which  520 
yards  are  inferred  in  alternate  ftripes  of  blue  and  red, 
which  give  it  a  very  lively  and  pleafing  appearance.  Its 
form  is  fpherical.  The  horizontal  dimenfion  of  it  is  33 
feet;  its  circumference  102.  It  is  kept  fufpended,  and 
at  prefent  is  filled  with  common  air  only,  which  I  inject 
with  bellows,  through  tubes  of  oiled  filk  that  pafs  through 
its  Tides.  More  than  two  thirds  of  the  Globe  are  co¬ 
vered  with  a  flrong  net,  from  which  depend  forty  five 
cords,  forming  equal  fedtions  on  its  lower  part,  and  uni¬ 
ting  at  the  bottom.  Thefe  will  be  fattened  to  a  circular 
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frame,  that  forms  the  upper  part  of  the  vehicle  in  which 
Imean  to  perform  my  Aerial  Voyage.  It  will  be  furnifhed 
likewife  with  wings  and  oars;  the  ufe  of  the  former  is  to 
excite  air  when  the  globe  is  becalmed,  and  thereby  to 
move  it  horizontally  :  they  have  the  form  of  large  rackets, 
and  are  covered  with  a  loofe  flounces  of  oiled  filk.  The 
oars  which  differ  from  the  wings  only  in  fize,  will  be 

worked  with  a  vertical  Motion,  and  are  intended  to  effe£t 

* 

a  depreflion  of  the  machine  ;  by  which  I  hope  to  be  ena¬ 
bled  either  to  check  its  afcenfion,  or  to  aefcend  without 
the  neceflity  of  letting  cut  the  inflammable  air. 

I  exhibit  thefe,  not  only  as  matters  of  curiofity  to  per- 
fons  who  have  not  fecn  or  underflood  the  French  experi¬ 
ments  ;  but  to  point  out  to  thofe  who  have,  the  peculiar 
objedd  of  my  enterprize.  For  I  have  the  ambition  to  be 
the  firfl,  not  only  to  vifit  the  Englifli  atmofphere,  but  to 
ascertain  the  practicability  of  rendering  the  Balloon  fta- 
tionarj,  or  defcendinc;  at  pleafure  by  means  of  oars,  adding 
vertically  ;  and  fuperceding  the  ufe  and  neceflity  of  valves. 
In  this  only  circumftance  1  aim  to  deviate  into  originality, 
from  the  fplendid  and  iuccefsful  track  of  the  French  phi- 
lofophers. 

There  are  two  methods  offllling  a  Balloon  for  afcenfion  ; 
and  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  method  firfb  difcovered  and 
executed  by  Meffrs.  Montgolfier,  is  the  moft  hazardous 
and  difficult  to  apply  to  ufe.  It  is  effected,  as  a  chimney 
is  heated,  by  a  common  fire ;  and  a  Balloon  of  this  kind 
is  a  moving  chimney,  clofed  at  the  top,  made  of  light  ma¬ 
terials,  and  raifed  by  the  ciafticity  which  is  always  given 
to  air  by  ike. 

This  requires  a  conftant  application  of  fire  to  the  con¬ 
te/its  w  the  Balloon,  which  is  a  difficult  operation  5  and 
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the  leaft  error  in  the  application  may  be  the  occafion  of 
confuming  the  apparatus,  and  endangering  the  lives  of 
thofe  who  truft  to  it. 

I  have  chofen  inflammable  rather  than  elaflic  air  for  my 
guide.  It  is  a  fubflance  produced  by  the  adiion  of 
vitriolic  acid  on  metals  or  femi-metals,  and  is  fimilar  to 
that  vapour  which  takes  fire  in  mines,  and  carries  terror 
and  deflrudtion  wherever  it  approaches.  This  you  will 
fay  is  changing  one  hazardous  inftrumenfc  for  another, 
but  the  chances  of  fetting  fire  to  the  eiaftic  Balloon,  or 
of  not  applying  the  heat  fo  equally  as  to  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofes  of  afcenfion,  are  numerous  ;  thofe  of  exploding  an 
Inflammable  Balloon,  arife  only  from  thunder  clouds  ;  and 
if  proper  attention  be  paid  to  the  weather,  they  are  not 
numerous  or  difficult  to  be  avoided  ;  befides,  inflammable 
air  being  /even  times  lighter  than  atmofpherical  air,  and 
ratified  air  not  more  than  three  times  lighter,  the  Ma¬ 
chine  muft  of  courfe  be  proportionally  larger  in  the  ufe  of 
the  latter  than  in  that  of  the  former. 

My  defign  to  ufe  inflammable  air,  has  been  the  occa¬ 
fion  of  my  acquaintance  with  Do&or  George  Fordyce, 
a  phyfician  of  eminence,  a  le&urer  in  chemiflry,  and  pro¬ 
bably  the  firft  chemift  in  the  ifland.  I  confider  this  as  a 
very  fortunate  circumftance  ;  for  befides  the  improve¬ 
ment  and  fatisfa&ion  I  derive  from  his  friendfhip,  he  has 
offered  in  the  kindeft  manner  to  fill  the  Balloon,  in  a 
method  which  is  an  improvement  on  that  of  the  French 
philosophers,  as  he  contrives  the  tubes  for  conveying  the 
inflammable  fo  as  to  prevent  the  admiflion  of  any  atmof- 
pheric  air.  He  is  alfo  of  opinion,  that  air  produced  by 
the  vitriolic  acid  and  zinc  alone,  is  the  lighteft  of  any 
that  has  been  yet  ufed. 


But 


But,  in  the  leading  incidents  of  this  sera  of  my  life,  I 
muft  reckon  among  the  happieft,  my  introduction  to  Mr. 
Biggin,  a  young  gentleman,  diftinguifhed  by  his  birth, 
education,  and  fortune;  of  improved  and  elegant  accom- 
plifhments,  a  Wrong  lover  of  fcience,  and  of  a  liberal  and 
affectionate  heart.  This  young  gentleman,  in  the  firft 
days  of  our  acquaintance,  expreffed  a  wifh  to  accompany 
me  in  my  afcent.  And  as  the  regions  I  intended  to  vifit 
are  unknown,  and  Mr.  Biggin’s  talents  fo  uieful  and  en¬ 
gaging,  I  have  accepted  his  offer.  The  voyage  will,  by 
this  eircumftance,  be  rendered  more  interefling,  we  fhall 
direct  our  particular  attention  to  different  objects;  and 
in  any  of  thofe  incidents  which  novelty  may  render  afto- 
mfhing,  we  (hall  communicate  and  multiply  our  joy,  or 
leffen  and  remove  our  apprehenhons. 

I  am,  Sir, 

with  great  regard, 

your  much  obliged,  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

London^  Auguft  2,  1 7 84.  VINCENT  LUNARDI. 
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My  Dear  Friend, 

HE  events  of  this  extraordinary  ifland,  are  as  vari¬ 


able  as  its  climate.  You  here  experience  the  ex¬ 


tremes  of  elevation  and  deje£hon,  as  you  do  of  heat  and 
cold  in  a  fhorter  time,  and  in  a  greater  number  of  oc¬ 
currences,  than  in  any  country  I  know  in  the  world. 
When  I  wrote  you  laft,  every  thing  relative  to  my  under¬ 
taking  wore  a  favourable  and  pleading  appearance.  I  am 
at  this  moment  overwhelmed  with  anxiety,  vexation  and 
defpair. 

On  advertifing  my  intention  to  go  up  with  my  Balloon, 
it  was  natural  to  fuppofe  that  any  latent  ambition  of 
the  fame  kind  would  fhew  itfelf,  and  perhaps  fpring  for¬ 
ward  to  feize  the  applaufe  attending  the  execution  of  fuch 
an  enterprize.  1  do  not  fay,  that  this  would  not  have  dif- 
appointed  me;  but  it  would  not  have  left  me  in  any  fitua- 
tion  of  diflrefs  like  the  prefent. 

A  Frenchman  whofe  name  is  Moref;  and  who  may 
poflihly  have  afTitied  at  fome  trials  at  Paris  to  launch  Bal¬ 
loons  in  the  manner  of  Montgolfier,  advertifed  as  it  were 
in  competition  with  me;  and  fixed  on  a  day  for  afeending 
with  his  Balloon,  previous  to  that,  on  which  I  had  the 
permsflion  of  Sir  George  Howard  to  make  my  excurfiou 
from  Chelfea-Hofpital, 

To  haften  my  own  undertaking  would  have  been  enter¬ 
ing  into  a  ridiculous  race  with  Moret;  and  if  I  had  been 
inclined  to  fuch  a  meafure,  it  was  probable^  that  the  day 
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appointed  for  me  would  not  have  been  changed,  without  a 
better  reafon  than  could  have  been  affigned  from  the  com¬ 
petition.  I  therefore  waited,  with  as  much  patience  as  I 
could  command,  the  event  of  Moret’s  experiment;  ima¬ 
gining,  however  it  would  fail,  from  a  view  of  the  Bal¬ 
loon  ;  but  having  no'  apprehenfion  of  fuch  confequences  as 
might  involve  my  difappoirtment,  cr  my  ruin. 

On  the  iithof  Auguft,  his  advertifements  afiembled 
a  company  of  three  or  four  hundred  perfons  in  a  Garden  a£ 
Chelfea  ;  and  unfortunately  for  me,  at  a  fmali  diflance  from 
the  Hofpital  where  I  was  permitted  to  exhibit.  The  gar¬ 
dens  and  fields  around  the  place  were  crouded  with  fifty  or 
fixty  thoufand  people,  not  fo  much  from  (Economy,  as 
incredulity  and  fufpicion,  of  the  undertaking.  That  was 
greatly  owing  to  his  manner  of  anticipating  my  defign, 
which  threw  cn  him  and  me,  undefervingly,theimputation 
of  impojfiure. 

From  one  to  four  o’clock  the  company  waited  with  pa¬ 
tience,  the  filling  and  afcenfion  of  the  Balloon  ;  and  when 
every  effort  was  feen  to  fail,  and  the  Balloon  funk  into  the 
fire  which  expanded  it,  the  mob  rufhed  in;  tore  it  in  a 
thoufand  pieces ;  robbed  many  of  the  company;  levelled 
with  the  ground  all  the  fences  of  the  place  and  neighbour¬ 
hood;  and  fpread  defolation  and  terror  through  the  whole 
diftridl. 

I  faw  into  many  of*  the  confequences  which  would  af- 
fe£t  my  own  undertaking.  Though  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  are  comparatively  well  informed  and  enlightened  ;  yet 
the  multitude  in  all  nations  is  nearly  alike.  The  misfor¬ 
tune  of  Moret  was  attributed  to  impofture;  and  a  fufpicion 
of  a  final ar  nature  was  extended  to  me.  Helt  all  the  imme¬ 
diate 
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di ate  inconveniences  of  guilt ;  as  you  will  fee  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  copies  of  letters  :  though  nothing  could  be  farther 
from  my  thoughts  than  any  intention  to  be  concerned  in 
an  impofition. 

Chelfea-Hofpitalj  Auguft  14,  1^84, 

SIR, 

JT  havirtgbeen  reprefented  to  the  governor  of  this  place, 
that  a  riot  was  occasioned  by  an  attempt  to  raife  an 
Air  Balloon  in  this  neighbourhood  on  Wednefday  laft ; 
I  have  his  orders  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  impoffible 
he  can  on  any  confideratictu,  fubject  this  College,  to  the 
Infults  of  a  mob,  and  at  the  fame  time,  he  directs  me  to 
fay  how  difagreeable  it  is  to  him  to  refufe  his  confent,  but 
that  his  determination  is  unalterably  fixed.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be 

S  I  R, 


Your  mod  obedient. 

And  mod  humble  fervant, 

Wm.  bulkeley. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  letter  I  waited  on  Major  Bulkeley 
and  defcribing  the  hardfhip  of  being  involved  in  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  the  faults  or  misfortunes  of  another,  I  pre¬ 
vailed  on  him  to  reprefent  my  fituation  to  the  governor. 
In  confequence  of  which  I  received  this  final  refolution  of 
Sir  George  Howard. 

SIR, 
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SIR,  Chelfea  College ,  Augujl  i*jth,  1784. 

44  1  have  this  moment  received  a  letter  from  Sir  George 
44  Howard,  in  anfwer  to  one  I  wrote  to  him  on  Monday 
44  laft,  after  I  had  the  honour  of  feeing  you,  and  he  de- 
44  fires  me  to  acquaint  you,  that  he  muft  again  repeat  the 
64  impolnbility  of  his  confenting  to  the  exhibition  of 
44  your  Air  Balloon  in  any  place  belonging  to  Chelfea 
4C  College;  his  duty  ahfolutely  forbids  it,  and  no  confi- 
44  deration  fhall  make  him  do  it  after  what  happened  lafl 
44  week.  That  he  is  very  forry  you  fhould  meet  with  any 
44  difappointment,  but  that  nothing  fhall  make  him  do 
44  what  he  cannot  juftify,  and  that ,  at  all  events^  it  cannot 
44  take  place  at  Chelfea  College,  and,  therefore,  that  it 
44  is  ahfolutely  neceflary  you  fhould  look  out  for  fome 
44  other  place,  and  give  notice  of  it  in  the  public  papers, 

44  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

44  Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

44  W.  BULKELEY.” 


I  am  now  funk  into  the  utmoft  depth  of  diftref?.  Though 
I  may  be  faid  to  have  no  reputation  to  lofe  in  a  kingdom 
where  I  am  fcarcely  known,  1  yet  experience  themoft  poig¬ 
nant  mortification  at  feeing  my  hopes  deftroyed,  and  my- 
felf,  in  the  ilighteft  degree,  lulpecledof  any  thing  incon- 
fiftent  with  honour,  and  an  ardent  love  of  fcience. 

You  will  fay,  it  is  an  imputation  on  the  character  of 
an  enlightened  kingdom,  to  pre-judge  an  experiment 
which  has  not  been  made,  efpecialiy  as  1  propofe  to  do 
only  what  has  been  proved  to  be  pra&icable  in  France, 

I  have  already  told  you  that  every  thing  refpecling  Air 
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Balloons  has  been  admitted  here  with  reluctance;  the 
pompous  accounts  of  French  voyages  are  credited,  after 
making  large  allowances  for  Gallic  vanity  ;  and  all  hy- 
pothefes  refpe&ing  a  certain  and  uleful  application  of  the 
difcovery  are  confidered  as  romantic  vifions.  This  pre- 
pofTeffion,  however,  does  not  prevent  philofophers  an4 
men  of  letters  here  from  difcerning  the  practicability 
of  every  thing  that  has  been  efteCted  in  France.  But 
they  are  not  much  more  numerous  in  this  than  in  other 
nations  ;  they  do  not  always  regulate  the  opinions  of 
the  people>  and,  in  this  cafe,  they  are  not  very  defirous  of 
undeceiving  them.  The  national  prejudice  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  againft  France  is  fullered  to  have  its  full  effeCt,  on  a 
fubjeCt  from  which  the  literati  of  England  expect  to  de¬ 
rive  but  little  honour ;  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  has  been 
made  by  a  Frenchman  ;  and  my  name  being  that  of  a  fo¬ 
reigner,  a  very  excufable  ignorance  in  the  people  may 
place  me  among  the  adventurers  of  that  nation,  which 
are  faid  to  have  fometimes  diftmguifhed  themfelves  here 
by  i  ngenious  impofitions. 

I  am  apprehenfive,  therefore,  I  muff  relinquifh  my  un¬ 
dertaking,  after  an  expence  which  my  circumftan  ts  can 
ill  bear,  and  when  the  fatisfaCiion  and  glory  of  accom- 
plifhing  it  are  juft  within  my  reach. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  I  regret  the  neceffity  of  leav'ng 
on  your  mind,  the  melancholy  imprefEons  which  this 
letter  muff  make.  You  may  depend  on  it  I  fhall  conduCl 
myfelf  in  every  event  with  a  proper  recollection  of  your 
folicitude  and  regard  for  me.  For  1  fhall  ever  remain, 
moft  fmcerely  your’s, 

London,  Aug.  iB,  1784.  VINCENT  LUNAR Df. 
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LETTER  IV. 

My  Honoured  Friend, 

1  Still  have  hopes  :  for  what  philofophers  dare  not  at¬ 
tempt,  the  ladies  eafily  accomplilh.  They  can  fmile 
into  acquiefcence  that  uncouth  monfter,  public  prejudice  ; 
and  they  regulate  the  opinions  and  manners  of  a  nation  at 
pleafure. 

My  perfeverance,  arnidlt  the  difficulties  and  fuppofed 
dangers  which  furround  me,  in  confequence  of  the  failure 
of  Moret,  has  given  me  an  air  of  heroifm  which  you 
know  interefts  the  fair  fex.  The  Lyceum  therefore  is 
crouded  with  company,  and  particularly  Ladies,  who  take 
for  granted  I  am  to  afcend;  many  of  them  wifh  I  were  not 
engaged  to  Mr.  Biggin,  that  they  might  accompany  me  ; 
and,  with  that  bewitching  air  of  fincerity  which  is  almofl 
peculiar  to  the  women  of  this  country,  and  which  I  think 
more  difficult  to  refill  than  the  coquetry  of  my  own,  they 
exprefs  a  tender  concern  for  my  fafety,  which  tixes  my 
determination  :  and  I  will  afcend,  if  I  do  it  from  the  ftreet. 

I  have  a  profpeCt  of  being  accommodated  with  an  in- 
clofed  piece  of  ground,  which  is  appropriated  for  the 
exercife  of  a  body  of  armed  citizens,  viz.  the  Hon. 
Artillery  Company.  This  corps  is  compofed  of  all 
the  officers  of  the  fix  regiments  of  the  London  Militia, 
and  other  gentlemen  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred. 
It  is  a  collection  or  aftemblage  of  officers,  all  inde¬ 
pendant,  in  officers  uniforms,  who  in  cafe  of  emergency 
might  exercife,  in  a  month,  twenty  thoufand  men. 
His  Royal  H;ghnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  is  Captain-ge¬ 
neral,  and  Sir  Watkin  Lewis,  one  of  the  reprefen  tat  ives 
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in  Parliament  for  the  city  of  London  is  their  colonel. 
To  this  gentleman  I  have  made  application,  and  the  Rev, 
Mr.  Kirwan,  chaplain  to  the  embaffy,  whofe  friendfhip 
upon  this,  and  every  other  occafion,  I  fhall  ever  remember 
with  gratitude,  did  me  the  honour  to  wait  upon  him,  and 
reprefented  the  confequence  of  my  difappointment  of 
Chelfea-garden,  and  the  very  great  expences  I  have  been 
at,  and  that  unlefs  the  Honourable  Artillery  Company 
would  take  me  under  their  protection,  I  could  get  no 
proper  place  for  the  experiment,  from  the  apprehenfion  of 
riots  and  difturbances.  Sir  Watkin  heard  his  representation 
with  candour,  and  after  enquiring  into  the  principles  on 
which  my  Balloon  wasconftruded,  thereafons  of  the  failure 
of  MonfieurDe  Moret, and  attending  to  every  information 
on  the  fubjedt  which  could  be  given  by  DoCtor  Fordyce, 
Mr,  Biggin  and  me,  he  promifed  to  lay  my  application  be¬ 
fore  the  Court  of  Affiftants  of  the  Artillery  Company. 
The  honourable  mention  he  was  pleafed  to  make  of  me, 
and  of  my  endeavours  to  promote  fcience  by  executing  the 
experiment ;  the  fupport  he  gave  my  application,  and  the 
liberality  with  which  he  aded,  and  which  diflinguifh  his 
character,  demand  my  warmefl  thanks.  You  would  be 
aftoniilied  at  the  apprehensions  and  prejudices  excited,  even 
in  this  refpedable  body,  by  the  failure  of  De  Moret.  In 
vain  did  Sir  Watkin  recommend  to  them  to  exercife  their 
own  judgment ;  a  violent  debate  took  place  ;  and  the 
conceffion  was  carried  only  by  his  calling  vote.  I  had 
been  led  by  policy  as  well  as  inclination,  to  conned;  charity 
with  the  other  motives,  which  might  induce  the  Endilh 
to  favour  my  enterprize.  I  engaged  to  give  a  Hundred 
Guineas  to  the  family  of  the  late  Sir  Bernard  T timer,  as 
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an  Inducement  to  the  Court  of  Aihdants,  to  grant  me 
the  Artillery  Ground  to  receive  my  company,  and  to 
launch  my  Machine.  Another  Court  was  called,  which 
was  necefTary  to  confirm  the  proceedings  of  the  former  ; 
that  was  numeroufly  attended,  and  the  propofal  again  car¬ 
ried  by  the  cafting  vote  of  Sir  Watkin  Lewis. 

In  confequence  of  this  grant  from  the  Honourable  the 
Artillery  Company,  I  publifhed  the  following  advertife- 
ment. 


GRAND  AIR  BALLOON, 

With  which  Mr.  Lunardi,  and  an  English  Gentle¬ 
man,  are  to  afcend  into  the  Atmofphere. 

MR.  LUNARDI  is  extremely  happy  to  have  it  in 
his  power  to  inform  the  public,  that  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  an  application  made  to  the  honourable  Artillery 
Company,  they  have  been  fo  kind  as  to  accomodate  him 
with  the  ufe  of  their  ground,  for  the  purpofe  of  executing 
the  experiment  he  has  undertaken,  with  this  condition  an¬ 
nexed,  that  he  (hall  pay  one  hundred  guineas  to  be  added 
to  the  fubfcription  for  the  children  of  the  late  Sir  Bernard 
Turner:  The  very  laudable  and  benevolent  motive  which  * 
influenced  the  honourable  company  to  make  this  demand, 
was  of  itfelf  fufficiently  operative  on  the  feelings,  tore- 
move  every  objedlion  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Lunardi  to  a  pro¬ 
pofal  that  flowed  from  the  impulfe  of  philanthropy  and  the 
caufe  of  humanity.  Mr.  Lunardi  wifhes  to  teftify  his  gra¬ 
titude 
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titude  in  the  warmeft  manner  to  the  public,  and  will  feel  a 
pleafure  inexpreffible  in  being  able,  by  their  means,  to 
contribute  to  the  relief  of  diftrefs,  and  in  particular,  that  of 
the  family  of  fo  refpedlable  an  individual  as  Sir  Bernard 
Turner.  He  defires  to  return  his  fincere  thanks  to  the  Ho¬ 
nourable  Artillery  Company,  for  the  great  civility  he  has 
received  from  them,  and  particularly  for  the  favour  of  re- 
foiving  to  appear  under  arms,  for  the  purpole  of  prefer- 
ving  order  and  regularity  on  the  day  of  his  Balloon  being 
launched.  He  has  the  higheft  fenfe  of  the  honour  they 
intend  him,  and  the  additional  fatisfadfion  of  acquaint¬ 
ing  the  public,  that  the  three  avenues  leading  to  and  from 
the  Ground,  as  well  as  the  outfide  of  the  gates,  will  be 
guarded  by  the  ferjeants  of  the  City  Militia  and  thePeace- 
1  Officers,  in  order  to  render  the  accefs  to  the  Artillery 
Ground  eafy  and  convenient  to  his  fubferibers,  and  to  all 
others  who  may  be  led  to  favour  him  with  their  prefence 
on  that  day,  which  is  determined  to  be  Wednefday  the 
15th  inftant,  between  Twelve  and  One  o’clock,  if  the 
weather  permits. 

As  Mr.  Lunardi  is  delirous  to  prevent  confufton,  he  has 
determined  that  no  money  fhall  be  taken  at  the  gates  of  the 
Artillery  Ground,  or  any  perfon  admitted  without  tickets 
which  are  now  ifluing  at  the  office  adjoining  to  the  Lyceum 
at  one  guinea,  half  a  guinea,  and  five  (hillings. 

Tickets,  which  have  already  been  delivered  for  Chelfea 
Hofpital  Garden,  will  admit  the  bearers  into  the  Artillery 
Ground. 
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At  this  time  upwards  of  twenty  thoufand  perfons  had 
attended  the  exhibition  of  the  Balloon  and  apparatus  at 
the  Lyceum  ;  and  I  had  no  doubt  the  proprietor  of  the 
room,  who  had  received  the  money,  and  who  had  made 
fuch  a  bargain  that  the  pecuniary  advantage  was  to  be  his, 
and  the  hazard  and  lol's  to  be  mine,  would  immediately 
enable  me  to  fulfill  my  agreement  with  the  Artillery  Com¬ 
pany,  and  remove  the  Balloon  and  apparatus  to  the 
ground.  But  I  was  miflaken.  There  are  men  like  iharks, 
who,  by  devouring,  feem  only  to  be  rendered  inlatiablej 
and  thofe  men  are  not  peculiar  to  the  Jewifh  nation. 

J f  there  were  not  a  probability  that  thefe  letters  may 
appear  in  England,  I  would  lay  open  the  whole  of  this 
Iran" action,  and  the  character  of  the  man  with  whom  I 
unfortunately  became  connected.  But  though  the  Eng- 
li(h  boaftof  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  they  enjoy  it  with  fuch 
exceptions,  as  are  difficult  to  be  underilood  by  a  ftranger. 
Indeed  it  is  not  underflood  by  themfelves,  for  they  are 
ever  debating  the  lubjedt.  One  of  the  exceptions  to  the 
liberty  of  writing  and  fpeaking,  and  which  nearly  annihi¬ 
lates  it,  is,  t\uttruth  conflitutes,  or  is  at  leaf!  an  aggravation 
of  a  libel.  Satirifts  therefore  in  this  country,  are  ftridfly 
confined  to  falfchood ;  and  in  this,  it  is  very  poffible  they 
may  yield  obedience  to  a  learned  judge’s  opinion  of  the 
law.  It  is  polfible,  however,  that  this  celebrated  law¬ 
yer,  being  at  the  head  of  the  King’s  Bench,  may  only  aim. 
to  wrett  from  the  prefs  the  adjudication  and  punifhment 
of  every  lpecies  of  delinquency  ;  and  that  he  confiders  re¬ 
ciprocal  defamation  and  injury  in  the  public  papers,  like 
duelling,  an  appeal  from  the  laws  to  the  paflions  of  indivi¬ 
duals.  Be  this  as  it  may,  \  fhall  err  on  the  beflfide,  if  I 
srr  at  all,  by  avoiding  expreffions  of  refentment  again#  a 

character 
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ehara&er  too  infignificant  for  public  notice,  and  too  fixed 
in  its  habits  to  be  amended  by  reprehenfion.  It  will  be 
Jufficient  to  fay,  that  he  attempted  to  take  cruel  advantages 
of  my  fituation?  and  propofed  fuch  conditions  of  aflift- 
snce  as  I  muff  have  been  in  fane  to  accept. 

What  to  c;o  in  thefe  circumflances  1  was  at  a  lofs  to 
imagine.  Fatigue,  agitation  of  mind,  and  that  kind  of 
fharne  which  attends  a  breach  of  promife,  however  invo¬ 
luntary,  induced  me  to  fend  an  apology  to  the  committee 
of  the  Artillery  Company,  inftead  of  waiting  on  them 
myfelf.  Conceiving  this  an  attempt  to  deceive  them,  they 
yefcinded  their  former  resolution  refpedling  the  appearance 
of  the  men  under  arms,  and  ordered  the  materials  for  fix¬ 
ing  and  preparing  the  balloon  which  had  been  fent,  to 
be  thrown  out;  unlefs  I  paid  the  hundred  guineas  the  next 
morning,  and  found  fecurities  in  five  hundred  pounds  to 
indemnify  the  Artillery  Company  for  any  injury  that  might 
be  done  to  the  premifes. 

Difficulties  generate  difficulties.  The  man  at  the  Ly¬ 
ceum,  apprized  of  the  refolutions  of  the  Artillery  Com¬ 
pany,  locked  up  my  Balloon  and  apparatus,  and  declared 
they  fhould  never  be  removed  until  I  configned  to  him  a 
moiety  of  all  the  poifible  advantages  which  my  prefent  and 

future  enterprizes  of  a  fimilar  kind  might  produce. - — 

Moderate  oppreffion  might  have  ruined  me.  Enormous 
injuflice  roufes  and  interefts  the  generous  and  humane. 
My  cafe  was  foon  known  ;  I  was  enabled  to  fend  the 
money  ;  Sir  Watkin  Lewis  and  Mr.  K’rwan  were  kind 
enough  to  become  fecurities  to  the  Artillery  Company. 
The  magiftrates  of  the  police  took  me  under  their  protec¬ 
tion  ;  warranted  me  in  forcibly  wrefting  my  Balloon 
put  of  the  Lyceum,  and  alfo  protected  me  in  conveying 

it 
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it  to  the  Artillery  Ground  on  Tuefday,  the  14th,  under 
a  guard,  which  was  ordered  by  Sir  Sampfon  Wright  and 
William  Addington,  Efq.  in  a  manner  that  did  honour 
to  their  perfonal  as  well  as  official  characters. 

Behold  me — 1  was  going  to  fay — but  I  fliould  be  ex¬ 
tremely  furry  vou  were  to  fee  me,  exhaufted  with  fatigue, 
anxiety  and  diftrefs,  at  the  eve  of  an  undertaking  that  re¬ 
quires  my  being  coileCted,  cool,  and  eafy  in  mind.  The 
difficulties  thrcwn  in  my  way,  have  pofiponed  all  my 
preparations;  and  indifpofied  and  exhaufted  as  1  am,  I 
cannot  avoid  paying  fuch  attention  to  the  operations  of 
this  night,  as  will  allow  me  but  little  fleep.  DoClor 
Fordyce  is  applying  his  ingenious  apparatus  to  fill  the  BaU 
loon.  The  procefs  is  admirable  though  flow ;  but,  I 
hope  by  attending  to  it  all  night,  I  (hall  keep  my  appoint¬ 
ment  with  the  public  to-morrow. 

Aditu,  my  honoured  and  refpeCfable  friend;  my 
health  and  fpirits  are  injured  by  a  feries  of  unfortunate  and 
cruel  incidents  ;  but  if  i  lucceed  I  fhail  be  abundantly 
rewarded. 

I  am  fincerely  and  affe&ionately  your’s, 

London,  Sept.  14,  1784.  VINCENT  LUNARDI. 


F 


LETTER 


I  26  ] 


LETTER  V. 


My  Dear  Friend,  London ,  Wednefdayy  15. 


HE  aufpicious  morning  is  arrived;  and  I  will  write 


I  the  occurrences  of  it  as  they  arife,  left  any  of  thofe 
fuppofed  impcJJiLilities  over-take  me,  which  have  lately 
haunted  my  defigns.  I  have  no  apprehenfion,  but  of  the 
populace;  which  is  here,  as  it  is  every  where,  an  impetu¬ 
ous,  impatient  and  cruel  tyrant.  A  difappointment  is  an 
offence,  whatever  be  the  occafion;  and  offenders,  in  every 
degree,  are  punifhed  with  the  fame  fpecies  of  injuftice. 
The  practicability  of  the  experiment,  though  perfedly 
known  to  philofophers  and  men  of  letters,  is  not  believed 
by  the  populace;  and  I  have  their  prejudices  to  remove  at 
the  rifque  of  that  refentment  and  violence,  which  Sir 
George  Howard  did  not  chufe  to  encounter,  even  at  the 
head  of  the  veterans  of  the  Britifh  army;  which  have  made 
the  Artillery  Company  doubt,  hefitate,  refolve  and  re- 
re-folve;  and  which  will  prevent  thofe  who  would  wifh 
to  encourage  me  from  entering  the  ground. 


Twelve  o’CJock. 


The  view  from  the  upper-appartments  of  the  Artillery 
Houfe,  into  which  1  fometimes  retire,  is  ftriking  and  ex¬ 
traordinary;  and  ferves  to  animate  my  imagination,  for 
fcenes  more  extenfive  and  pi&urefque  which  I  fliall  foon 
furvey. 

The  fear  of  the  populace,  in  cafe  of  a  difappointment, 
has,  as  I  expected,  prevented  my  having  much  company  in 
the  Artillery  Ground.  But  the  windows  and  roofs  of  the 


fur- 
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furrounding  houfes  ;  fcaffoldings  of  various  forms  and  con¬ 
trivances,  are  crouded  with  well-drefled  people;  and  form 
a  lingular,  and  to  me  very  interefting  fpeCtacle.  They 
have  viewed  for  hours  with  fixed  and  filent  attention,  the 
buftle  around  the  apparatus  and  the  gradual  expanfion  of 
the  Balloon.  On  my  left,  in  a  fquare,  or  rather  parallelo¬ 
gram,  the  largeft  l  know  in  Europe,  a  part  of  the  populace 
of  this  immenfe  place,  is  collected  into  one  comprefled  and 
impenetrable  mafs.  The  whole  would  fuggeft  to  a  tyrant 
the  idea  of  a  pavement  of  human  heads;  but  I  conceive 
the  rifque  of  going  up  in  my  Balloon  trifling,  compared 
with  that  of  attempting  to  walk  on  the  living  furface  I 
now  contemplate.  One  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  coun¬ 
tenances  have  all  one  direction ;  but  I  have  reafon  to  be 
anxious  not  to  difappoint  fuch  a  multitude,  every  one 
of  which  has  been  wedged  in  a  painful  fituation  the  whole 
morning.  You  will  think  me  whimfical,  perhaps,  in 
fixing  my  imagination,  at  this  time,  on  a  public  inftitu- 
tion  of  any  kind.  The  principal  area  which  contains 
the  populace,  is  bounded  by  an  extenfive  and  noble  build¬ 
ing,  devoted  to  the  moft  compaffionate  and  affecting  of 
all  the  offices  of  benevolence.  It  is  a  retreat  for  the  m- 
fane,  who  are  not  judged  incurable  ;  and  it  is  called 
Bedlam.  The  arrangement,  extent  and  wholefomenefs 
of  the  apartments,  the  afiiduity  and  care  of  the  gover¬ 
nors,  phyficians  and  apothecaries,  and  the  unabating  li¬ 
berality  with  which  it  is  fupported,  render  it  an  object  of 
univerfal  refpech  The  figures  of  frenzy  and  melancholy 
at  its  gate  are  celebrated  throughout  Europe,  and  are 
deemed  barely  inferior  to  the  adrmred  productions  of 
Greek  fculpture.  Which  of  thefe  allegorical  beings  the 
people  have  affigned  as  my  patron,  I  have  not  learned.  I 
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fuppofe  they  may  be  divided  ;  but  they  agree  in  the 
propriety  of  making  my  attempt  near  Bedlam,  as  the 
event,  in  their  opinion,  will  render  it  necefTary  to  convey 
me  there.  How  happy  fhould  I  be,  if  fome  kind  l'pirit 
would  inftrudt  me,  to  emulate  Aftolpho*  on  his  flying 
horfe,  and  to  explore  thofe  regions  where  the  (fraying 
wits  of  mortals  betake  themfelves  !  But  this  isn  t  a  time 
for  even  benevolent  reveries,  and  l  indulge  them  in  any 
degree,  to  repel  unwelcome  apprehensions. 

Half  after  One. 

The  time  fixed  for  my  depaiture  is  elapfed ;  but  the 
Balloon  is  not  fuffi.i  n  ly  filled  for  the  purpofe.  The  po¬ 
pulace  have  given  feme  intimations  of  impatience1;  and  I 
may  yet  be  pre-judged  before  I  make  my  att  mpt.  The 
prefence  of  th<  Prince  of  Wales;  and  the  obvious  fatis- 
fadfior?  with  which  he  ‘  lews  the  progrefsof  the  preparations 
may  remove  the  fufpimon  of  deceit,  and  reftrain  the  im- 
petuefity  of  the  people.  The  con’defcendirfg  affability 
of  »he  Prince,  and  the  intereft  he  deigns  to  exprefs,  by  re¬ 
peated  wifhes  for  the  fafety  of  Mr.  Biggin  and  me,  are 
pleafing  alleviations  of  my  prefer t  anxiety.  His  Royal 

'-'X 

Highnefs  remains  near  the  Apparatus,  without  going 
to  the  company  in  the  houfe.  Thole  who  attend  him, 
pay  their  court,  and  I  dare  fay,  exprefs  their  real  fenti- 
ments  by  anxieties  for  his  fafety.  They  apprehend  dan¬ 
gers  fmm  the  apparatus  and  from  tumults — his  Royal 
Highnefi  apprehends  none,  for  he  is  really  better  informed, 

<_  #  Vide  Ariojio* s  Oilando  Furiofo ,  where  the  Kng  ilh  Knight 

as  laid  to  have  mounted  to  the  moon,  to  bring  back  the  wits  of 
Orlando* — Qwery,  Are  not  the  fables  of  flying  herfe^  dragons, 
&c  prefurr  ptions  that  the  principle  of  Air  Balloons  is  not  a 
modern  difeovery  ? 

afks 
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afks  queftions  with  more  judgment,  and  dire&s  his  curio- 
fity  in  a  better  manner  than  is  ufual  to  perfons  of  his  high 
rank  and  his  early  years*  He  feems,  now  and  then  to  ex- 
prefs  his  wifhes  for  our  fafety,  as  if  not  deditute  of  doubt; 
Indeed  the  whole  company  view  us  with  a  kind  of  regret, 
as  devoted  perfons,  whofe  return  is  at  lead  problematical. 
This  is  pleafing  to  us,  only  as  it  is  a  proof  of  polite  huma¬ 
nity.  We  are  not  under  the  flighted:  apprehenfions  of  dan¬ 
ger,  when  once  committed  to  the  Balloon.  I  mud  own,  the 
concern  betrayed  by  the  looks  of  my  friends,  though  I  know 
it  to  be  without  reafon,  has  a  confiderable  efFedt  on  me. 
Prince  Caramanico,  my  kind  patron  and  benefa&or,  is 
evidently  under  fome  apprehenfion ;  and  I  fliall  remember 
my  whole  life  this  unequivocal  proof  of  his  friendfhip. 
As  thofe  who  intered  themfelves  in  my  fate,  bid  me  adieu, 
in  the  mod  exprefiive,  though  filent  manner,  I  thus  take 
my  leave  of  you.  Whatever  becomes  of  me,  I  know  this 
tedimony  of  my  refpedtful  regard  will  be  affedlionately 
received  by  you.  Adieu,  my  honoured  friend.  I  will 
conclude  my  letter  on  my  return. 

Friday  Evening ,  24 th  September w 

I  was  this  morning  to  have  been  prefented  to  the  King, 
but  the  anxiety  and  fatigue  I  had  endured,  exhauded  my 
drength  and  fpirits,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  occafion 
a  violent  fit  of  ficknefs,  which  confined  me  to  my  bed,  and 
deprived  me  of  the  honour  and  fatisfaCfion  I  had  promifed 

myfelf  on  the  occafion. 

! 

This  is  the  fird  moment  fince  my  excurfion,  I  have 
been  able  to  take  up  my  pen  with  the  probability  of 
giving  you  an  account  of  it;  and  1  am  determined  the 

pod  {hall  not  go  out  this  evening  without  it, 
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A  little  before  two  o’clock  on  Wednefday,  Mr.  Big¬ 
gin  and  myfelf  were  prepared  for  our  expedition.  His 
attention  was  allotted  to  the  philofophical  experiments  and 
obfervations,  mine  to  the  conduct  of  the  Machine,  and 
the  ufe  of  the  vertical  oars,  in  deprefling  the  Balloon  at 
pleafure. 

1  he  impatience  of  the  multitude  made  it  unadvifeable 
to  proceed  in  fifing  the  Balloon,  fo  as  to  give  it  the  force 
it  was  intended  to  have.  On  ballancing  that  force  with 
weig  ts,  it  was  fuppofed  incapable  of  taking  us  up. 
When  the  gallery  was  annexed,  and  Mr.  Biggin  2nd  I 
got  into  it,  the  matter  was  beyond  doubt  3  and  whether 
Mr.  Biggin  felt  the  mod  regret  in  relinquifhing  his  defign, 
or  I  in  being  deprived  of  his  company,  it  may  be  difficult 
to  determine.  But  we  were  before  a  Tribunal,  where  an 
inftantaneous  deeifion  was  neceiTary  3  for  hefitation  and 
delay,  would  have  been  conftrued  into  guilt  3  and  the  dif- 
pleafure  impending  over  us  would  have  been  fatal,  if  in  one 
moment  he  had  not  had  the  heroifm  to  relinquifh,  and  I 
the  refolution  to  go  alone. 

This  event  agitated  my  mind  greatly  ;  a  fmaller  gallery 
was  fubftituted  3  and  the  whole  undertaking  being  devolved 
on  me,  I  was  preparing  accordingly,  when  a  fervant 
brought  me  word,  that  an  accident  had  befallen  the  Bal¬ 
loon,  which  would  prevent  my  intended  voyage.  I 
haftened  down,  almofi:  deprived  of  my  fenfes;  and  though 
I  was  inftantly  convinced,  that  the  injury  was  trifling,  I 
could  not  recover  the  fhock  in  time,  to  recolle£t  that  I 
fhould  fupply  myfelf  with  thofe  inftruments  for  obferva- 
tion  which  had  been  appointed  to  Mr.  Biggin.  I  threw 
myfelf  into  the  gallery,  determined  to  hazard  no  further 
accidents  that  might  confign  me  and  the  Balloon  to  the 
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fury  of  the  populace,  which  I  faw  was  on  the  point  of 
burfting.  An  affecting,  becaufe  unpremeditated  teftimony 
of  approbation  and  intereft  in  my  fate,  was  here  given* 
The  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  whole  furrounding  affem- 
bly,  almoft  at  one  inftant,  took  off  their  hats,  hailed  my 
resolution,  and  expreffed  the  kindeft  and  moft  cordial 
wifhes  for  my  fafety  and  fuccefs. 

At  five  minutes  after  two,  the  lafb  gun  was  fired,  the 
cords  divided,  and  the  Balloon  rofe,  the  company  returning 
my  Signals  of  adieu  with  the  moft  unfeigned  acclama«* 
tions  and  applaufes.  The  effecft  was,  that  of  a  miracle, 
on  the  multitudes  which  Surrounded  the  place  ;  and 
they  paffed  from  incredulity  and  menace,  into  the  moft 
extravagant  expreflions  of  approbation  and  joy. 

At  the  height  of  twenty  yards,  the  Balloon  was  a  little 
deprefled  by  the  wind,  which  had  a  fine  effedl ;  it  held 
me  over  the  ground  for  a  few  Seconds,  and  Seemed  to  paufe 
majeftically  before  its  departure. 

On  difcharg  ng  a  part  of  the  ballaft,  it  afcended  to  the 
height  of  two  hundred  yards.  As  a  multitude  lay  before  me 
of  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  people,  who  had  not  feen  my 
afcent  from  the  ground,  I  had  recourfe  to  every  ftratagem 
to  let  them  know  I  was  in  the  gallery,  and  they  literally  rent 
the  air  with  their  acclamations  and  applaufe.  In  tbefe 
ftratagem s  I  devoted  my  flag,  and  worked  with  my  oars, 
one  of  which  was  immediately  broken,  and  fell  from  me. 
A  pidgeon  too  efcaped,  which,  with  a  clog,  and  cat,  were 
the  only  companions  of  my  excurfion. 

When  the  thermometer  had  fallen  from  68?  to  61?  I 
perceived  a  great  difference  in  the  temperature  of  the  air. 
I  became  very  cold,  and  found  it  neceffary  to  take  a  few 
glaffes  of  wine,  I  likewife  eat  the  leg  of  a  chicken,  but 
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my  bread  and  other  provifions  had  been  rendered  ufelefs, 
by  being  mixed  with  thefand,  which  I  carried  as  ballad. 

When  the  thermometer  was  at  fifty,  the  effect  of  the 
atmofphere,  and  the  combination  of  circumftances  around, 
produced  a  calm  delight,  which  is  inexpreffible,  and  which 
no  lituation  on  earth  could  give.  The  ftillnefs,  extent, 
and  magnificence  of  the  fcene,  rendered  it  highly  awful* 
My  horizon  feemed  a  perfect  circle  ,  the  terminating  line 
feveral  hundred  miles  in  circumference.  This  I  conjec¬ 
tured  from  the  view  of  London ;  the  extreme  points  of 
which,  formed  an  angle  of  only  a  few  degrees.  It  was  fo 
reduced  on  the  great  fcale  before  me,  that  I  can  find  no 
firoilu  to  convey  an  idea  of  it.  I  could  didinguifh  Saint 
Paul’s,  and  other  churches,  from  the  houfes.  I  faw  the 
ftreets  as  lines,  all  animated  with  beings,  whom  I  knew 
to  be  men  and  women,  but  which  I  fhould  otherwife  have 
had  a  difficulty  in  defcribing.  It  was  an  enormous  bee¬ 
hive,  but  the  indudry  of  it  was  fufpended.  All  the  moving 
mafs  feemed  to  have  no  object  but  myfelf,  and  the  tran- 
fition  from  the  fufpicion,  and  perhaps  contempt  of  the 
preceding  hour,  to  the  affectionate  tranfport,  admiration 
and  glory  of  the  prefent  moment,  was  not  without  its 
effedl  on  my  mind.  I  recollected  the  puns*  on  my  name, 
and  was  glad  to  find  myfelf  calm.  I  had  foared  from  the 
apprehenfions  and  anxieties  of  the  Artillery  Ground,  and 
felt  as  if  I  had  left  behind  me  all  the  cares  and  paffions 
that  moled:  mankind. 

Indeed,  the  whole  fcene  before  me  filled  the  mind  with 
a  fublime  pleafure,  of  which  I  never  had  a  conception. 


*  In  fome  of  the  papers,  witticifms  appeared  on  the  affinity 
of.  Lunatic  &  Lunardi, 
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The  critics  imagine ,  for  they  felxlom  /peak  fmm  experi¬ 
ence,  that  terror  is  an  ingredient  in  every  fob  2 1  me  ft©  lo¬ 
tion.  It  was  not  poffible  for  ms  to  be  on  earth..  In  a  fStss— > 
tion  fo  free  from  apprehsnfion.  I  had  not  the  lljghteit 
fenfe  of  motion  from  the  Machine,  1  knew  not  whether 
it  went  fwiftly  or  flowly,  whether  it  afcended  or  deicers- 
ded,  whether  it  was  agitated  or  tranquil,  but  by*  the  ap¬ 
pearance  or  difappearance  of  objects  on  the  earth.  I  moved 
to  different  parts  of  the  gallery,  I  adjured  the  fora k arc* 
and  apparatus.  I  uncorked  my  bottle,  eat,  drank,  awd  wrote, 
juff  as  in  my  ftudy.  The  height  had  not  the  effeif,  which 
a  much  lefter  degree  of  it  has  near  the  earth,  that  of  pro¬ 
ducing  giddinefs.  The  broom- flicks  of  the  witches* 
Arioftos’s  flyrng-horfe,  and  even  Milton’s  fun  -beam,  con¬ 
veying  the  angel  to  the  earth,  have  afl  an  idea  of  effort, 
difficulty,  and  reflraint,  which  do  not  affedt  a  voyage  in 
the  Balloon. 

Thus  tranquil,  and  thus  fituated,  how  fhall  I  defcribe 
to  you  a  view,  fuch  as  the  antients  fuppofed  Jupiter  to 
have  of  the  earth,  and  to  copy  which  there  are  no  terms 
in  any  language.  The  gradual  diminution  of  objedls, 
and  the  maffes  oflightand  fhade  are  intelligible  in  oblique 
and  common  profpedts.  But  here  every  thing  wore  a  new 
appearance,  and  had  a  new  effedf .  The  face  of  the  coun¬ 
try  had  a  mild  and  permanent  verdure,  to  which  Italy  is 
^  ... 

a  ftranger.  T  he  variety  of  cultivation,  and  the  accuracy 
with  which  property  is  divided,  give  the  idea  ever  prefect 
to  a  ftranger  in  England,  of  good  civil  laws  and  an  equi¬ 
table  adminiftration  ;  the  rivers  meandering;  the  fea  glift- 
ning  with  the  rays  of  the  fun ;  the  immenfe  diftiidt  beneath 
sneipotted  with  cities,  towns,  villages  and  houfcSj  pouring 
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©lit  their  inhabitants  to  hail  my  appearance  :  you  will 
allow  me  fome  merit  at  not  having  been  exceedingly  in¬ 
toxicated  with  my  fituation. 

To  prolong  the  enjoyment  of  it,  and  to  try  the 
effect  of  my  only  oar,  I  kept  myfelf  in  the  fame  pa¬ 
rallel  reflecting  the  earth,  for  nearly  half  an  hour.  But 
the  exercife  having  fatigued,  and  the  experiment  having 
fatisfied  me,  I  laid  afide  my  oar,  and  again  had  recourfe 
to  my  bottle  \  this  I  emptied  to  the  health  of  my  friends 
and  benefactors  in  the  lower  world.  All  my  affections 
Were  alive,  in  a  manner  not  eafily  to  be  conceived, 
and  you  may  be  affured  that  the  fentiment  which  feemed 
to  me  moft  congenial  to  that  happy  fituation  was  grati¬ 
tude  and  friendfhip.  I  will  not  refer  to  any  fofter 
paflion.  I  fat  down  and  wrote  four  pages  of  defultory 
obfervations,  and  pinning  them  to  a  napkin,  committed 
them  to  the  mild  winds  of  the  region,  to  be  conveyed  to 
my  honoured  friend  and  patron.  Prince  Caramanico. 

During  this  bufinefs  I  had  afcended  rapidly  5  for, 
on  hearing  the  report  of  a*gun,  fired  in  the  Artil¬ 
lery  Ground,  I  was  induced  to  examine  the  ther¬ 
mometer,  and  found  it  had  fallen  to  32^.  The  Bal¬ 
loon  was  fo  much  inflated  as  to  affume  the  form  of  an 
oblong  fpheroid,  the  fhorteft  diameter  of  which  was  in  a 
line  with  me,  though  I  had  afcended  with  it  in  the  fhape 
of  an  inverted  cone,  and  wanting  nearly  one  third  of 
its  full  compliment  of  air.  Having  no  valve,  I  could 
only  open  the  neck  of  the  Balloon ;  thinking  it  barely 
poflible  that  the  ffrong  rarefaction  might  force  out  fome 
of  the  inflammable  air.  The  condenfed  vapour  around 
its  neck  was  frozen,  though  I  found  no  inconve¬ 
nience 
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lienee  from  the  cold.  The  earth,  at  this  point,  ap¬ 
peared  like  a  boundlefs  plain,  whofe  furface  had  va¬ 
riegated  (hades,  but  on  which  no  objecl  could  be  ac¬ 
curately  diftinguifhed. 

I  then  had  recourfe  to  the  utmoft  ufe  of  my  fingle  oar  • 
by  hard  and  perfeverihg  labour  I  brought  myfelf  within 
three  hundred  yardsof  the  earth,  and  moving  horizontally^ 
fpoke  through  my  trumpet  to  fome  country  people,  from 
whom  I  heard  a  con fu fed  noife  in  reply. 

At  half  after  three  o’clock,  I  defeended  in  a  corn  field, 
on  the  common  of  South  Minims,  where  I  landed  the 
cat  *.  The  poor  animal  had  been  fenfibly  aftedfed  by  the 
cold,  during  the  greateft  part  of  the  voyage.  Here  I  might 
have  terminated  my  excurfton  with  fatisfaction  and  ho¬ 
nour  to  myfelf;  for  though  I  was  not  deftituteof  ambition, 
to  be  thefirft  to  afeend  the  Englifh  atmofphere,  my  great 
objedt  was  to  ascertain  the  effedl  of  oars,  acting  verti¬ 
cally  on  the  air.  I  had  loft  one  of  my  oars,  but  by  the 
ufe  of  the  other  I  had  brought  myfelf  down,  and  was  per¬ 
fectly  convinced  my  invention  would  anfwer*  This, 
though  a  fingle,  was  an  important  objedi,  and  my  fatisfao 
tion  was  very  great  in  having  proved  its  utility.  The 
fatigues  and  anxiety  1  have  endured,  might  have  induced 
me  to  be  content  with  what  I  had  done,  and  the  people 
about  me  were  very  ready  to  afflft  at  my  difembarkation  $ 
but  my  afFedtions  were  afloat,  and  in  unifon  with  the 
whole  country,  whofe  tranfport  and  admiration  feemed 


*  Attcfations  of  particular  circumfanccs  in  this  letter  have 
been  received  Jlncc  it  m;  <v:rittcn3  vjhick  the  reader  may  fee  an. - 
nexedy  in  the  manner  of  an  Appendix. 
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fewmdlefs.  I  %icl  them  therefore  keep  clear,  and  1  would 
gratify  them  by  afcending  directly  in  their  view. 

My  general  eonrfe  to  this  plate,  was  fomething  more 
than  one  point  to  the  well  ward  of  the  north.  A  gentle¬ 
man  <©r>  borfebaek  approached  me,  but  I  could  not  fpeak 
to  him,  being  intent  on  my  re-afcenfion,  which  {effect¬ 
ed,  after  moving  horizontally  about  forty  yards.  As  I 
afc-cnded*  one  of  the  balluftrades  of  the  gallery  gave 
way  |  but  the  circtimftance  excited  no  apprehenfion  of 
danger.  I  threw  out  the  remainder  of  my  ballafi  and 
provisions,  and  again  refit med  my  pen.  My  afcenfion  was 
fo  rapid,  that  before  I  had  written  half  a  page,  the  ther¬ 
mometer  had  fallen  to  29?  The  drops  of  water  that 
adhered  to  the  neck  of  the  balloon  were  become  like 
cbcyffais.  At  this  point  of  elevation,  which  was  the 
high  ell  i  attained.,  I  finilhed  my  letter,  and  fattening  it 
with  a  cork-fcrew  to  my  handkerchief,  threw  it  down. 
I  likewife  threw  down  the  plates,  knives  and  forks,  the 
little  fand  .  that  remained,  and  an  empty  bottle,  which 
took  feme  time  in  difappearing.  I  now  w/ote  the  jaft  of 
my  difpatches  from  the  clouds,  which  I  fixed  to  a  leathern 
belt,  and  fent  towards  the  earth.  It  was  vilible  to  me 
on  its  pailage,  for  feveral  minutes,  but  I  was  myfelf  in-' 
fenfibie  of  motion  from  tfie  Machine  itfelf,  during  the 
whole  voyage.  The  earth  appeared  as  before,  like  an  ex- 
ienfive  plain,  with  the  fame  vawagated  furface  ;  but  the 
objects  rather  lefs  diflinguifhable.  The  clouds  to  th® 
calf-ward  rolled  beneath  me,  in  mafles  immenfely  larger 
th. an  the  waves  of  the  ocean.  I  therefore  did  not  mifiake 
thtm  for  th©  fea.  Contrafted  with  the  effedfs  of  the  fun 
on  the  earth  and  water  beneath,  they  gave  a  grandeur  to 
the  whole  fcene  which  no  fancy  can  defcribe,  1  again  be 

took 
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my  felt  to  my  oar,  in  order  to  defcend ;  and  by  the 
h a rd  labour  of  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  I  accomplished 
my  dcfign,  when  my  ftrength  was  nearly  exhattfted.  My 
principal  care  was  to  avoid  a  violent  conctrfHon  at  land* 
ang,  and  in  this  my  good  fortune  was  my  friend. 

At  twenty  minutes  p aft  four  1  defcended  in  a  fpacious 
meadow,  mtheparifhof  Stondon,  near  Ware,  in  Hert¬ 
ford  (hire.  Some  labourers  were  at  work  in  it.  I  requeu¬ 
ed  their  afliftance  ;  they  exclaimed,  they  would  have  no¬ 
thing  to  do  with  one  who  came  in  the  Devil’s  houfe,  or 
■on  the  Devil’s  horfe  (I  could  not  diftinguifft  which  of 
the  phrafes  they  ufed)  and  no  intreaties  could  prevail  on 
them  to  approach  me..  I  at  1  aft  owed  my  deliverance  to 
the  fpk  it  and  generoftty  of  a  female.  A  young  woman, 
who  was  likewife  in  the  held,  took  hold  -of  a  cord  which 
I  had  thrown  out,  and  calling  to  the  men,  they  yielded 
that  -aftiftance  to  her  requeft  which  they  had  refufed  to 
wine.  A  croud  of  peoole  from  the  neighbourhood  foon  af- 
fembled,  who  very  obligingly  aiiifted  me  to  difembark, 
(General  Smith  was  the  fir  ft  gentleman  who  overtook  — • 
1  am  much  indebted  to  his  politenefs— he  kindly  aftifted  in 
fecuring  the  Balloon,  having  followed  me  on  horfeback 
from  London,  as  did  feveral  other  gentlemen,  among  ft 
whom  were  Mr.  Crane,  Capt.  Connor,  and  Mr.  Wright, 
'The  inflammable  air  was  let  out  by  ati  incifion,  and  pro¬ 
duced  a  mofl  often  five  ftench,  which  is  faid  to  have  affect¬ 
ed  the  stmofpheie  of  the  neighbourhood.  The  apparatus 
was  committed  to  the  care  of  Mr.  HoMingfworth,  who  ob¬ 
ligingly  offered  his  lervice.  I  then  proceeded  with  General 
Smith,  and  feveral  other  gentlemen  to  the  Bull  Inn  at 
Ware.  On  my  arrival,  l  had  the  honour  to  be  introduced 
to  William  Baker,  Efq.  Member  for  Hertford  in  the  laft 

parliament. 
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parliament.  This  gentleman  conducted  me  to  his  feat  a£ 
Bayford  Bury,  and  entertained  me  with  a  kind  of  hofpi- 
tality  and  politencfs,  which  I  {hall  ever  remember  with 
gratitude,  and  which  has  impreUcd  on  my  mind  a  proper 
idea  of  that  frank  liberality  and  fmcere  beneficence, 
which  are  the  charadterifiics  of  Engliih  Gentlemen. 

The  general  courfe  of  the  fecond  part  of  my  voyage, 
by  which  1  wras  led  into  Hei  tfordfhire,  was  three  points 
to  the  eastward  of  the  north  from  the  Artillery  Ground, 
and  about  four  points  to  the  e  ad  ward  of  the  north  from 
the  place,  where  i  find  defcended. 

This  is  the  general  account  of  my  excurfion.  1  fhall 
take  a  few  days  to  recover  my  firengtb,  and  whatever  par¬ 
ticulars  occur  tome  I  fhall  fend  you. 

I  am,  with  great  regard. 

Your  much  obliged, 

C  J 

And  humble  fervant, 

London^  Sept.  24,  i *  84.  VINCENT  L U  N  A  R  D u 
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LETTER  VI. 


Mv  Dear  F riend, 

I  Should,  at  this  time,  have  as  much  difficulty  in  de~ 
fcribing  the  effect  of  my  fuccefs,  or?  the  whole  Eng- 
lifh  nation,  as  I  had  in  conveying  to  you  an  idea  of  the 
apprehenfion  anddiftrefs  1  felt,  left  any  untoward  circum- 
ftances  ftiould  prevent  or  defeat  my  undertaking. 

The  intereft  which  the  fpe£tators  took  in  my  voyage 
was  fo  great,  that  the  things  I  threw  down  were  divided 
and  preferved,  as  our  people  would  relicks  of  the  moft  cele¬ 
brated  faints.  And  a  gentlewoman,  miftaking  the  oar  for 
my  perfon,  was  fo  affedded  with  my  fuppofed  deftrudtion, 
that  Ihe  ditd  in  a  few  days.  This  circumftance  being  men¬ 
tioned  on  Saturday,  when  I  had  the  honour  of  dining  with 
the  Judges,  Lord  Mayor,  Recorder  and  Sheriffs  of  London, 

I  was  very  politely  requelted  by  one  of  the  Judges,  not 
to  be  concerned  at  the  involuntary  lofs  I  had  occalioned  5 
that  I  had  certainly  faved  the  life  of  a  young  man  who 
might  poftibly  be  reformed,  and  be  to  the  public  a  com- 
penf2tion  for  the  death  of  the  lady.  For  the  jury  was  de¬ 
liberating  on  the  fate  of  a  criminal  whom  after  the  ut- 
moft  allowance  for  fome  favourable  circumftances,  they 
muff  have  condemned,  when  the  Balloon  appeared,  and 
a  general  inattention  and  confufion  enfued.  The  jury 
was  perplexed  with  confiderations  on  the  cafe,  which  their 
curiofity  would  not  fuffer  them  to  weigh,  and  being  under 
a  neeeffity  to  determine  before  they  departed,  they  took 
the  favourable  fide,  and  acquitted  the  criminal  immediate-* 
]y  :  on  which  the  court  was  adjourned  to  indulge  itfelf  in 
itbfervjng  fo  novel  a  fpedfacje. 


I  men- 
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I  mention  thefe  things  as  they  may  prepare  you  for  tfie 
reception  I  was  honoured  with  on  my  return  to  London* 
No  voyager  from  the  mod  interfiling  and  ex  ten  five  difco- 
veries  ;  no  conqueror  from  the  mofl  important  vi£lories9 
was  ever  enquired  for  with  more  folicitude,  or  welcomed 
with  greater  joy.  The  houfe  of  Prince  Caramanico,  had 
been  befieged  by  multitudes  early  and  late  to  have  feme 
account  of  my  fafety,  or  to  applaud  my  return. 

You  may  fuppofe  when  I  came  to  town,  I  haftened  t<s> 
Prince  Caramanico,  who  received  me  with  every  mark  of 
affedlion  and  condescending  friendfhip. 

Here  eircumftances  of  gratulation  and  joy  crouded  o$ 
me  every  hour.  I  was  flattered  by  learning  that  while  I 
hovered  over  London,  his  Majeffy  was  in  conference  with 
his  principal  miniffers.  On  being  informed  that  I  was 
palling,  the  King  faid,  We  may  reftime  our  deliberations 

•  on  the  fubjedf  before  us  at  pleafure,  but  w*e  may  never 

•  fee  poorLunardi  again.’  The  conference  broke  up,  and 
his  Majefty  attended  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  other  great  officers 
of  ftate,  viewed  me  through  teiefcopes  while  I  remained 
in  their  horizon, 

I  had  received  infults  which  I  thought  cruel  by  perfons 
whofe  houfes  over-looked  the  ground,  who  erected  Scaf¬ 
folds  and  let  out  their  rooms,  fo  as  to  deprive  me  of  a 
chance  of  having  my  expences  defrayed.  I  was  no  iooner 
returned,  but  fome  of  thefe  people  haffened  to  attone  for 
their  mif-apprehenfions  of  me.  They  had  confidered  and 
treated  me  as  an  impoflor.  My  afcenfion,  as  a  charm-, 
dilfipated  their  ill  opinion,  and  gave  them  an  enthuflafra 
in  my  favour.  I  am  offered  the  houfes  and  fcaffoldings 
for  my  own  ufe,  if  I  chufe  to  exhibit  again.  Thefe 

.  things. 
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things  {hew  the  importance  of  fuccefs  in  all  undertakings 
which  are  not  thoroughly  underllood  by  the  multitude.  I 
am  introduced,  not  only  into  private  families,  but  into  pub- 
lie  inffitutions  with  the  moil  advantageous  and  flattering 
diflin&ions.  The  civilities  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  the  Judges, 
and  other  Magiftrates,  led  me  into  the  Courts  of  Law* 
and  though  I  had  made  them  objedcs  of  curiofity,  I  had 
never  attended  trials  in  c  ire  urn  {lances  fo  favourable  to  in* 
formation.  Every  precaution  which  the  wifdom  of  man 
can  devife,  feems  to  be  taken  here,  to  adminifter  equal 
Juftice  between  all  contending  parties.  The  Judges  arc 
appointed  by  the  King,  but  rendered  independent  by  an 
ample  provifion  for  their  fupport,  and  by  the  tenure  of 
their  places,  for  life.  But  the  peculiar  happinefs  of 
Engliih  jurifprudence,  is  the  appointment  of  juries  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  every  offender  to  adjudge  his  partly 
cular  cafe.  The  hint  is  taken  from  the  appointment  of 
judges  in  the  courts  of  the  Praetors,  in  the  Roman  re¬ 
public  :  but  thofe  judges  were  chofen  wholly  from  the  ci¬ 
tizens  of  Rome.  In  England  every  difpute  is  decided 
the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood,  who  are  obliged  Mi 
attend  the  parties  to  the  ailizes,  becaufe  they  alone  are  ca¬ 
pable  of  determining  the  nature  of  their  aCtions,  from  z 
knowledge  of  their  circumlfances  and  characters.  It  is 
extraordinary,  that  Rome,  who  gave  the  firfl  hints  of 
this  admirable  mode  of  trial,  fhould  be  infenfible  to  its 
advantages,  and  perhaps  ignorant  of  its  exiftence. 

My  fame  has  not  been  fparingly  diffufed  by  the  news¬ 
papers,  which  in  England  are  the  barometers  of  public 
opinion  ;  often  erroneous,  as  otherinftruments  are,  in  their 
particular  informations,  but  yielding  the  belt  that  can  be 
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obtained.  You  will  imagine  the  importance  of  thefe  ve¬ 
hicles  of  knowledge,  when  you  learn,  that  in  London  alone* 
there  are  printed  no  lefs  than  a  hundred  and  fixty  thousand 
papers  weekly,  which  by  a  ftamp  on  each  paper,  and  a 
duty  on  advertifements,  bring  into  the  treafury  of  the  na¬ 
tion  upwards  of  eighty  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  T hey 
are  to  the  Englifh  conftitution,  what  the  cenfors  were  to 
that  of  ancient  Rome.  Minifters  of  ftate  are  checked 
and  kept  in  awe  by  them  ;  and  they  freely,  and  often 
judicioufly,  expofe  the  pretenfions  of  thofe  who  would 
harrafs  government,  meerly  to  be  taken  into  its  fervice. 
But  the  principal  reafon  of  their  extenfive  circulation 
is,  the  information  and  entertainment  they  afford  an  opu¬ 
lent  people,  who  have  ieifure  and  inclination  to  intereft 
themfelves  in  all  public  occurrences.  On  this  account, 
the  conductors  df  news-papers  feize  every  opportunity  of 
conveying  the  earlieff  information  of  all  the  events  that 
take  place  in  the  kingdom,  and  though  they  muft  be  often 
miftaken,  yet  the  dexterity  with  which  they  trace  all 
fources  of  Intelligence  is  fuch,  that  they  are  generally 
right. 

I  have  reafon  to  thank  the  managers  of  all  the  papers,  for 
their  candour  and  partiality  to  me.  I  fend  you  an  account 
from  one  of  them,  written  and  publifhed  within  a  few  hours 
after  my  defcent,  founded  only  on  immediate  obfervation 
and  conje&ure.  You  will,  thereby,  form  your  opinion* 
©f  the  attention  and  induftry  employed  in  thefe  prints, 
©n  all  fimilar,  and  indeed  on  all  interefting  occafions,  and 
you  may  amufe  yourfelf  by  comparing  their  conjedures 
with  fads. 


MORNING 
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MORNING  POST, 

Tburfday ,  September  16 tb,  1784. 

LUNARDI’s  AERIAL-  EXCURSION, 


To  combat  the  prejudices  of  a  nation,  and  the  in¬ 
credulity  of  mankind,  efpecially  when  deterred  by  exam¬ 
ples  of  refentment  in  confequence  of  deception  or  mif- 
fortune ;  when  awed  by  the  danger  incurred  in  experi¬ 
ment,  and  the  uncertainty  of  fuccefs  in  the  projedf,  muff 
certainly  require  the  greateft  effort  of  human  refolution. 
Whilft  we  are  recolledting  the  occafion,  which  collected 
one-tenth  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  within  the 
optical  powers  of  an  individual,  we  cannot  help  indulging 
ourfelves  in  thefe  eccentric  reflections.  The  aerial  voy¬ 
age  which  has  long  been  propofed  by  Mr.  Lunardi,  was 
appointed  for  yefterday,  and  perhaps  the  Englifh  nation 
never  witneffed  upon  any  occafion  whatever,  fuch  a  num¬ 
ber  of  perfons  collected  together,  and  fo  loftily  difplayed  as 
were  to  be  feen  in  the  environs  of  Moorfields;  not  a  plain, 
or  an  eminence,  a  window  or  a  roof,  a  chimney  or  a  ftee- 
ple,  within  the  view  of  Bedlam,  but  were  prodigioufly 
thronged— -—About  half  paft  one  o’clock,  the  Prince  o£ 
Wales  arrived  in  the  Artillery  Ground,  and  after  receiving 
the  falufeations  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Artillery,  though 
not  a  la  militaire  but  en  obeiffance  cap-a-pee ,  his  Royal 
Highnefs  having  expreffed  a  wilh  todifpenfe  with  military 
attentions  ;  he  viewed  the  apparatus  of  the  Balloon  and  re¬ 
tired  to  the  Armory  Houfe,  which  was  occupied  by  par- 
fops  who  had  liberally  paid  the  adventurer  for  their 

G  %  admiflion ; 


admiflion  $  we  were  forry  indeed  to  obferve  that  fuefo 
general  advantages  had  been  taken  by  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  of  farming  their  windows,  and  for  benefits 
which  were  due  only  to  the  novelty  and  fpirit  of  the  en¬ 
ter  prize.  About  a  quarter  before  two  o'clock  the  Balloon 
was  Fufficiently  filled  and  clofed,and  the  gallery  and  other 
apparatus  prepared  to  be  fufpended  ;  but  on  Mr.  Lunardi, 
and  h  is  intended  companion,  whom  we  underftand  to  be 
Mr.  Biggin,  a  young  gentleman  of  fortune  and  enter¬ 
prise,  having  taken  their  fituations,  and  finding  that  the 
Machine  was  unequal  to  their  weight,  it  was  determined 
that  Mr.  Lunardi  fhould  afcend  aJ  one.  A  cannon  having 
been  fired  as  a  preparotary  fignal,  Mr.  Lunardi  having 
embraced  his  friends,  and  all  matters  being  adjufted,  a 
fecond  cannon  was  fired  as  the  fignal  of  afcenfion.  In- 
fen  fib  le  muft  that  heart  be  which  did  not  feel  itfelf  anxi¬ 
ous  and  interefted  at  that  moment  for  the  fate  of  him,  who 
intrepidly  ftepped  into  his  feat,  and.  Phaeton-like,  feized 
the  reins  which  were  to  guide  the  Chariot  of  the  Sun. 
About  five  minutes  after  two  o’clock,  the  Machine  was 
launched  ;  and  as  if  dreading  the  courfe  it  had  to  run,  and 
unwilling  to  proceed,  after  having  mounted  about  twelve 
yards,  it  reclined  to  its  native  earth  ;  but  roufed  by  am¬ 
bition,  and  the  fpirit  of  philofophical  refearches,  Mr.  Lu¬ 
nardi  rebuked  its  fear,  and  gave  its  fwiftnefs  to  its  airy 
flight.  He  took  his  feat  in  the  gallery  with  great  com- 
pofure  and  confidence  on  the  Balloon’s  being  launched  » 
but  finding  hitnfelf  too  equally  poized,  he  readily  difchar- 
ged  part  of  his  ballaft,  which  confifted  of  fmall  bags  of 
white  dry  fand,  and  by  that  means  relieved  his  weight* 
and  caufed  a  regular  and  mod:  beautiful  afcenfion.  After 
ise  had  cleared  the  buildings,  fubjeft  to  the  dire&ion  of 
.  -  *  the 


[  45  1 


theeafterly  wind,  he  faluted  the  populace  with  great  ele¬ 
gance  and  gallantry,  by  waving  a  blue  flag,  which  he  had 
taken  for  that  purpofe,  and  feemingly  bidding  them  a  friendly 
adieu.  The  gallery  was  formed  of  an  upright  four-feet 
Square,  and  netted  with  a  flrong  cord,  about  breaft  high, 
but  quite  open  at  the  top.  After  this  falutation,  for  the 

fpace  of  five  minutes  he  dropt  his  flag  with  an  air  of  fecu- 

/  * 

rity,  and  having  feated  himfelf,  took  to  his  oars;  but  as  we 
iince  learn,  finding  they  comprefled  the  wind  too  much,  he 
difengaged  one,  which  was  taken  up  about  Smithfield; 
at  that  time  his  friends  were  alarmed  for  the  confequence. 
Steering  at  this  moment  due  well,  he  fuddenly  tacked  to¬ 
wards  the  north,  and  with  little  variations,  according  to 
the  altitude  he  obtained,  till  he  feemed  by  degrees  to  eftab- 
lifb  that  direction,  his  progrefs  feemed  exceedingly  eleva¬ 
ted  and  fwift,  although  the  Balloon  appeared  under  maf- 
teily  management ;  we  viewed  this  objedf,  neverthelefs, 
diftindtly  for  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes,  with  a  mixture 
of  anxiety  and  delight,  not  unallayed,  however,  by  a 
friendly  dread  for  the  ultimate  effedf,  until  we  were  this 
moment  relieved  by  the  following  intelligence  from  very 
good  authority,  viz.  That  Mr.  Lunardi  lowered  himfelf 
towards  the  earth  near  Barnet,  but  not  approving  the  fix¬ 
ation,  and  finding  he  had  the  command  of  his  machine,  he 
difcharged  a  part  of  his  ballaft,  and  purfued  his  courfe 
until  he  arrived  over  Collier’s-hill,  five  miles  beyond 
Ware  in  Hertfordfhire,  at  twenty-five  minutes  pafl:  four 
o’clock;  there  he  alighted,  and  was  received  by  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  with  teftimonies  of  admiration ;  he  afterwards 
returned  to  town,  where  no  doubt,  his  friends,  and  every 
true  lover  of  courage  and  merit  will  receive  him  with 
friendfhip  and  refpect.  His  companions  in  this  adven- 

trous 
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trous  voyage  were  a  dog  and  cat,  the. latter  was  deftroyed* 
and  the  dog  was  almcft  fpent  by  the  feverity  of  cli¬ 
mates  thro’  which  they  palled.  Mr.  Lunardi  himfelf  was* 
©f  courfe,  affedted  by  the  change  of  elements,  as  may  be 
readily  conceived  by  thofe  who  are  tolu,  that  Icicles  were 
hanging  on  his  cloaths. 

Such  were  the  incidents  of  yeflerday,  and  we  heart. ly 
wifli  that  the  effects  may  be  valuable  to  the  projedlor ;  every 
Englifhman  Chou  Id  feel  an  emulation  to  reward  him  ;  for 
uncertain  as  the  good  to  be  derived  from  fuch  an  excurfion 
may  be  thought,  yet  it  becomes  the  noblenefs  of  our  na¬ 
ture  to  encourage  them.  Difcoveries  beyond  the  reach  of 
human  com  prehen  fion  at  prefent,  may  by  perfeverance  be 
accompliiMd.  Emulation  and  induflry  are  a  debt  which 
is  due  to  pofterity,  and  he  who  ihrinks  from  innovation  is 
not  his  country’s  friend.  Encouragement  is  the  fpur  to 
emulation,  and  emulation  the  parent  frequently  of  excel¬ 
lence;.  let  Mr.  Lunardi  therefore  be  refeued  by  a  generous 
public  out  of  the  hands  of  a  Villain,  who  has  emphatically 
been  defcnbed,  as  being  induftriouS  only  in  matters  where¬ 
in  honeft  men  would  be  afhamed,  but  to  whom  Mr* 
Lunardi  has  been  a  dupe  in  this  undertaking,  and  injured 
inftead  of  being  benefited  by  the  danger  he  has  encoun¬ 
tered. 


Qn  the  Sunday  immediately  after  my  return,  I  had  the 
honor  of  waiting  on  Sir  James  Wright,  who  had  been 
politely  folicitous  to  give  me  tefti  monies  of  his  approbation. 
He  had  the  gopdnefs  to  reprefent  to  his  Majefty  that  I 
wifhed  to  lay  an  account  of  my  voyage  at  his  Majeiby’s  feet;, 
who  appointed  Friday  for  my  attendance  at  St.  James’s* 

On 
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On  Wednefday  Sir  James  Wright  took  me  to  court* 
The  drawing-room  was  very  crouded,  it  being  the  Anni- 
verLrv  of  the  King’s  Coronation,  I  was  furrounded  with 
the  ministers  of  hate,  and  the  nobility,  when  the  Prince  of 

4 

Wales  entereG  the  drawing-room,  my  perfon  was  pointed 
out  to  him  by  one  of  the  fecretariesof  hate,  on  which  he  faid 
in  the  lively  and  familiar  manner  which  is  peculiar  to  him, 

‘  O  Mr.  Lunardi,  I  am  very  glad  to  fee  you  alive.”  As  a 
proof  of  the  attention  of  this  amiable  prince,  I  mult  let 
you  know  he  did  me  the  honour  to  fend  his  Equerry  to  fay, 
he  obferved  at  my  afcenfion,  I  had  not  a  watch  defer ibing 
feconds  of  time,  as  I  was  under  a  necefiity  of  borrowing 
one  from  Mr.  Aubert,  who  has  fince  honoured  me  with  his 
friendly  attention,  and  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  ordered 
his  watch-maker  to  take  my  directions  for  fuch  a  one  as 
might  be  ufeful  to  me  another  time.  On  mentioning  this 
circumftance  to  Prince  Caramanico,  he  immediately  faid, 
I  might  want  fuch  a  watch  before  that  which  was  ordered, 
by  the  Prince  of  Wales  could  be  ready;  and  taking  out  his 
own,  prefented  it  to  mein  the  kindeft  manner  imaginable. 

The  rumour  that  I  had  funk  a  confiderable  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney  by  the  adventure  was  foon  circulated,  and  fubferip- 
tions  have  been  opened  in  ieveral  parts  of  London  for  my  ad¬ 
vantage,  but  with  what  effedt  I  mull  not  yet  prefume  to 
judge. 

But  you  will  wonder,  perhaps,  that  I  fhould  think  it  ne- 
cefTary  on  this  occafion  to  become  an  author.  Spurious  ac¬ 
counts,  and  mifreprefentations  of  my  excurfion,  have  been 
publifhed  by  bookfellers  of  fome  confideration  here.  They 
have  been  reprehended  freely  and  perhaps  feverely  by  my 
publifher;  who  is  very  warm  and  zealous  for  my  intereft; 
and  who  fuggefted  to  me  the  plan  of  revifing  and  publifhing 
iny  letters  to  you,  as  neceflary  to  the  reputation  of  my  un¬ 
dertaking; 


Staking;  and  likely  to  be  conducive  to  my  advantage* 
He  is  a  man  of  fpirit  and  judgment  in  his  profeflion,  whofe 
name  is  already  familiar  to  you  and  all  the  world,  by  his 
compleat  and  beautiful  edition  of  the  Englifh  poets.  I 
have  yielded  to  his  advice,  and  entertain  the  fulleft  confi¬ 
dence  that  under  his  diredlion — my  enterprizc  will  not  be 
difhonoured.  He  is  now  foliciting  the  attention  of  the 
public  towards  a  new  edition  6f  Shakfpere’s  works,  which, 
by  the  elegance  of  the  fpccimen  he  has  produced,  promifes 
to  render  an  author,  whofe  genius  is  here  deemed  only 
fhort  of  infpiration,  celebrated  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
not  exempting  thofe  where  his  native  language  is  not  un* 
derftood.  Permit  me,  as  a  mark  of  gratitude,  to  re¬ 
commend  that  work,  in  its  infant  ftate,  to  your  protedlion 
and  encouragement.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  entering 
your  name  as  a  fubfcribcr,  and  hope  foon  to  have  the 
pleafure  of  adding  many  more  by  your  means. 

Moft  of  my  time  is  now  taken  up  with  the  exhibition  of 
the  Balloon,  and  indeed  of  myfelf,  for  the  principal  curio- 
fity  is  to  fee  me,  at  the  Pantheon,  which  is  one  of  the  largeft 
and  moft  fplendid  rooms  in  Europe.  It  is  difficult  to  ima¬ 
gine  any  thing  more  pleafing  than  the  folicitude  which  mul  * 
titudes  of  beautiful  women  exprefs  concerning  dangers  that 
are  paft,  and  the  heroifm  of  others  who  wifb  to  accompany 
me  in  my  fecond  tour.  I  receive  the  compliments  and 
congratulations  of  two  or  three  thoufand  perfons  in  a  day. 
You  muft  not  wonder  if  I  conceive  an  opinion  of  my  own 
confequence  and  become  vain.  I  have  been  made  an  ho¬ 
norary  member  of  the  Artillery  Company,  in  whofe  uni¬ 
form  I  accompanied  Sir  James  Wright  this  morning, 
to  lay  before  his  Majefty  a  ftiort  account  of  my  Excurfion. 

I  was  received  in  the  moft  gracious  manner.  The 
King  took  my  account;  talked  to  me  about  five  minutes  on 
the  fubjedf  of  my  afcenfion,  I  have 
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1  have  led  you,,  my  dear  friend,  through  my  apprelm®- 
fions,  difficulties  and  anxieties,  to  the  completion  of  a!* 
inoft  all  my  wifhes  refpedUng  the  £rft  attempt  I  made  t© 
place  myfeU  on  the  records  of  fame. 

It  has  been  no  final  1  affifiance  to  me  that  I  have  ever 
wifhed  not  to  difhonour  your  care,  advice  and  friendihipj 
and  it  heightens  every  gratification  that  I  can  always  fu»b«* 
join, 

I  am,  your  fincere  and  afFedlionate  friend? 

VINCENT  LUNARDL 


1  wrote  three  letters ,  while  on  my  excurfton  In  the  at- 
mofphere ,  and  I  had  feveral  inducements,  to  employ  myfelf  in 
that  manner.  It  proved  the  ajlonijhing  evennefs  and  fimath- 
nefs  of  the  motion ;  and?  by  throwing  down  any  information  of 
myfelf  there  was  a  chance  of  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  my 
friends?  and  relieving  their  anxiety  concerning  my  fafety ?  end 
the  Jlate  of  my  fpirits  and  mind . 

The  following  is  the  fubfance  of  my  fee  on  d  letter ,  which  was 

very  obligingly  conveyed  to  me  by  — - Caf 

mayor,  Efq\  who  found  it,  not  very  far  from  the  mile 
fone  on  Nor  thaw  Common ?  while  out  a  footing ?  and  1  now 
infert  it  in  this  account  as  an  additional  proof  of  the  felicity  with 
which  1  performed  the  whole  voyage . 

ADDRESSED 
To  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  may  pick  up  this  letter,, 
My  Dear  Friend  or  Friends . 

%  .*  *  •  * 

THE  anxiety  which  my  acquaintance  fhewed  at  my 

departure,  makes  it  necefiary  to  afiure  them,  that 
fny  fituation  is,  at  this  moment,  the  happieft  of  my  life, 

H  The 
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The  relief  of  my  mind,  and  the  accomplifhment  of  my 
purpofe, which  I  now  fee  is  practicable  in  all  refpe£ts, concur 
with  the  temperature  of  the  air,  and  the  magnificence  of 
profpedt,  to  footh  and  gratify  my  mind  with  the  higbeft 
delight.  The  thermometer  is  at  $c?  j  and  I  will  keep 
myfelf  in  this  flation  till  three  o’clock,  I  (hall  then  afcend 
higher,  to  try  the  effect  of  a  different  aerial  climate,  as 
well  as  to  put  my  oar  to  a  fair  trial. 

I  beg  the  perfon  or  perfons  who  may  take  up  this  letter, 
to  take  notice  of  the  time  and  place,  and  to  convey  either 
the  letter  or  the  contents  of  it  to  my  kind  friend  and  pa¬ 
tron,  Prince  Caramanico,  No.  56,  in  New  Bond  Street ; 
to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Soho-Square,  or  to  Doctor  For- 
dyce,  Effex-Street,  to  whom  I  have  many  and  great  obli¬ 
gations,  and  who  may  have  the  goodnefs  to  be  concerned, 
if  they  fhould  foon  learn  I  am  chearful  and  well. 

I  am  particularly  anxious,  that  the  earlieft  information 
©F  me  fhould  be  given  to  George  Biggin,  Efq.  Effex- 
Street,  the  lofs  of  whofe  company  is  the  only  abatement 
©F  my  prefent  joy  -9  but  I  hope  for  that  pleafure  another 
time.'  >  ‘  '  ‘  ,,r 

My  delire  to  convey  fome  news  of  me  is  from  an  opi¬ 
nion,  that  my  defcent  may  not  be  effected  immediately, 
or  within  the  difiance  of  forty  or  fifty  miles.  In  that 
cafe  I  might  not  be  able  to  convey  them  any  letter  or 
meffage  in  time  to  fave  them  uneafinefs  on  my  account* 
It  is  now  exadtly  three  o’clock,  the  air  has  a  mildnefs  and 
fweetnefs  I  never  experienced,  and  the  view  before  me  is 
heavenly.  Happy  England  !  I  fee  reafons  to  hail  thy 
peculiar  felicity  ! 

Farewell, 

VINCENT  LUNARDI. 

APPENDIX. 
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APPENDIX. 


To  VINCENT  LUNARDI ,  E/q. 

S  I  R, 

I  Send  you  this  by  my  fervant,  that  I  may  learn  from 
yourfelf  what  I  am  extremely  anxious  to  hear,  that 
your  health  has  not  fuffered  by  your  late  fatigues,  that 
your  Balloon  arrived  in  London  without  injury,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  acquaint  you  with  the  further  fteps  I 
have  taken  in  your  bufinefs. 

Yefterday  morning  I  made  to  the  very  fpot  where  your 
Balloon  in  its  paflage  touched  the  ground,  and  where  your 
cat  was  landed,  and  with  the  aftiftance  of  feveral  people 
who  were  witnefles,  particularly  of  a  perfon  whom  you 
may  recoiled!  to  have  been  near  the  Balloon  at  the  time 
on  horfeback,  and  of  the  very  girl  who  picked  up  the  cat, 
have  afcertained  the  place  with  a  fufficient  precifion. 
They  pointed  out  the  part  alfo  where  your  grapple  drag¬ 
ged,  and  mentioned  fome  other  circumftances,  the  moffc 
of  which  I  propofe  to  collect  into  a  formal  depofition* 
and  {hall  attend  them  again  to-day  to  obtain  their  mor$ 
folemn  confirmation  of  the  fadls. 

Yefterday,  at  my  requeft,  five  of  the  harveft-men, 
mentioned  in  the  depofition  of  Elizabeth  Brett  (which 
you  have  with  you)  attended  me  here,  and  have  in  the 
fame  formal  mode  depoled  to  the  time,  manner,  and  place 
of  your  laft  defcent,  and  to  the  fadt  of  their  coming  to 
the  afliftance  of  Elizabeth  Brett,  as  ftated  by  her.  This 
depofition  fhall  accompany  the  other,  which  I  am  to  take 

H  2  to-day* 
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to.&jy,  and  jm.  will  make  ftich  nfe  of  them  as  yon  may 
find  fteceftary.  I  cannot,  however,  avoid  faying,  that 
admiration  and  aftonifhment  feem  fo  thoroughly  to  have 
taken  pofTefiioti  of  all  ranks  of  people  inftead  of  that 
incredulity  which  your  friend,  Mr*  Sheldon,  apprehended, 
that  ihefe  fupplemental  proofs  are  hardly  required.  If 
finally  they  fhould,  however,  be  thought  requifite,  it 
will  give  me  particular  plea  furs  in  having  procured  them. 
Whatever  you  may  be  advifed  by  your  Friends  in  London 
to  give  to  the  public,  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  well  con¬ 
sidered.  It  cannot  be  detailed  in  terms  too  plain  and  Am¬ 
ple.  You  muff  be  fenfible  that  the  facon  de  par  Ur  here 
and  in  France  are  extremely  different,  and  that  truth  has 
never  received  advantage  from  unneceffary  ornament. 
You  will  recoiled!  too,  that  the  account  will  be  read  by 
thoufands,  who  were  not  witnefles  of  the  fadts.  You 
will  make  fuch  ufe  of  the  fubjoined  memorandum  as  you 
think  neceifary. 

Your  general  courfe  from  the  fpot  of  your  departure, 
in  the  Artillery  Ground,  to  that  of  your  firft  deicent, 
was  fomething  more  than  one  point  on  the  compafs  to  the 
weftward  of  the  north,  and  the  general  courfe  of  your 
fecond  voyage  v/as  three  points  on  the  compafs  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  north  from  the  place  of  your  firft  depar¬ 
ture,  or  feme  thing  more  than  four  points  on  the  compafs 
to  the  eaftward  of  the  north  from  the  place  of  your  firft 
defceot  ;  obferve,  I  fpeak  of  your  general  courfe,  with  a 
reference  to  the  beft  maps  which  I  have  by  me.  What 
deviations  or  traveries  you  might  make  from  time  to  time 
in  both  voyages,  as  you  certainly  mu  ft  have  made  many, 
you  will  beft  judge.  As  a  proof  of  this,  you  will  recoi¬ 
led!  that  the  field  in.  which  the  laft  letter  with  the  belt 

annexed 
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annexed  was  found,  lies  about  one  mile  and  a  half  to  the 
eaftward,  being  a  point  to  the  fouth  of  the  fpot  where 
you  finally  landed  :  if,  therefore,  the  belt  and  letter 
dropped  in  any  thing  like  a  perpendicular  direction,  the 
courfe  you  took  after  the  dropping  of  this  letter  muff 
have  been  weft  with  a  point  to  the  north*  I  mention  this 
by  the  bye  for  your  confideration. 

With  refpe<ft  to  the  identical  fpots  on  which  you  made 
the  two  defcents  you  may  wifh  to  know  the  literal  fa£h 

That  where  you  made  your  firft  defcent,  that  is,  where 
your  gallery  came  to  the  ground,  and  where,  or  near  to 
which,  you  put  out  the  cat,  is  a  large  ploughed  field, 
belonging  to  John  Hunter,  Efq.  of  Gubbins,  in  the 
county,,  of  Hertford.  The  field  itfelf  is  part  of  the 
lately  inclofed  common  of  North  Minims,  in  the  manor 
of  the  Duke  of  Leeds.  The  field  is  about  half  a  mile  to 
the  eaftward  ot  the  fixteen-mile  ftone,  on  the  road  lead¬ 
ing  from  London  to  Hatfield,  and  adjoining  to  the  road 
leading  from  the  Laid  turnpike-road,  to  the  northward  on 
the  left.  The  particular  fpot  in  the  field  is  on  the  eaft  fide, 
very  near  to  the  boundary  line  between  th$  manors  of 
Northaw  and  North  Mimms.  For  theprefent  a  common 
hedge-ftake  only  maiks  the  fpot,  but  with  your  leave  and 
the  permrftion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  I  propofe  to  eredu  a  ftone 
there,  with  a  fuitable  infcription  to  record  the  facl ;  as  I 
ihall  likewife  do  on  the  fpot  of  your  laft  defcent,  if,  as  I 
have  no  doubt,  I  can  obtain  permiftion  of  the  proprietor. 
It  is  remarkable  that  the  field  where  you  made  your  firft. 
defcent  iscalled  Etna ,  from  the  circumftance  wh  ch  attend¬ 
ed  the  late  inclofure,  of  a  large  quantity  of  roots,  rubbifh, 
&c.  having  been  collected  there,  and  having  continued 
burning  for  many  days.  The  common  people  having 

heard 
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heard  of  a  burning  mountain  in  Italy,  gave  the  field  that 
name.  You  hardly  conceived,  when  you  dropped,  that 
you  was  fo  near  to  any  thing  that  had  connexion  with 
Naples. 

The  place  of  your  final  defcentis  imperfedllv  defcribed 
in  Elizabeth  Brett’s  depofition,  but  is  in  fa£t  as  there 
{fated,  in  the  pariih  of  Stondon,  about  half  a  mile  to  the 
northward  of  the  twenty- four  mile  ftone,  on  the  road 
that  leads  from  London  to  Cambridge,  through  Ware 
and  Puckeredge. 

If  you  wifh  to  have  any  further  converfation  with  me, 
©n  thefe  matters,  I  can  come  to  London  conveniently 
after  Wednefday  next,  and  will  attend  you  with  pleafure, 
if  you  give  me  notice. 

The  inclofed  fcraps  of  paper  were  found  in  the  field 
where  you  firfl  defcended,  near  the  part  where  your  grap¬ 
ple  took  up  the  corn.  Whether  you  threw  them  from 
the  Balloon  you  will  recoiled!. 

I  have  no  tidings  of  the  two  firft  letters— probably 
to-day  I  may  hear  fomething  of  them,  as  I  {hall  meet 
many  perfons  affembled  from  different  parts  of  the 
country 

Adieu, 

Moft  fmcerely  yours, 

W.  BAKER, 

Bay  ford)  near  Hertford i  September  iB5  1784. 
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DEPOSITIONS. 

The  voluntary  declaration  and  depofition  on  oath,  of 
Nathaniel  Whitbread  of  Swanley  Bar,  farmer,  in 
the  parifh  of  North  Minims ,  in  the  County  of  Hertford , 
Yeoman, 

THIS  Deponent,  on  his  oath,  faith,  that  being  on 
Wednefday  the  15th  day  of  September  inftant,  between 
the  hours  of  three  and  four  in  the  afternoon,  in  a  certain 
field  called  Etna^  in  the  parifh  of  North  Mimms  aforefaid, 
he  perceived  a  large  Machine  failing  in  the  air,  near 
the  place  where  he  was  on  horfeback ;  that  the  Ma¬ 
chine  continuing  to  approach  the  earth,  the  part  of  it  in 
which  this  Deponent  perceived  a  gentleman  Handing,  came 
to  the  ground,  and’  dragged  a  fhort  way  on  the  ground 
in  a  flanting  direction  ;  that  the  time  when  the  Machine 
thus  touched  the  earth,  was,  as  near  as  this  Deponent 
could  judge,  about  a  quarter  before  four  in  the  afternoon* 
That  this  Deponent  being  on  horfeback,  and  his  horfe 
reftive,  he  could  not  approach  nearer  to  the  Machine  than 
about  four  poles,  but  that  he  could  plainly  perceive  therein 
a  gentleman  dreffed  in  light  coloured  cloaths,  holding  in 
his  hand  a  trumpet,  which  had  the  appearance  of  filver  or 
bright  Tin.  That  by  this  time  feveral  harveft  men  coming 
up  from  the  other  part  of  the  field,  to  the  number  of 
twelve  men  and  thirteen  women,  this  Deponent  called 
to  them  to  endeavour  to  Hop  the  Machine,  which  the 
men  attempted,  but  the  gentleman  in  the  Machine  defiring 
them  to  defift,  and  the  Machine  moving  with  confiderable 
rapidity,  and  clearing  the  earth,  went  off  in  a  North 
diredlion,  and  continued  in  fight  at  a  very  great  height 
for  near  an  hour  afterwards.  And  this  Deponent  fur¬ 
ther  faith,  that  the  part  of  the  Machine  in  which  the  gen¬ 
tleman 
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tleman  flood,  did  not  adhially  touch  the  ground  for  mors 
than  half  a  minute,  during  which  time  the  gentleman 
threw  out  a  parcel  of  what  appeared  to  this  deponent  as 
dry  fand.  That  after  the  Machine,  had  afcended  again 
from  the  earth,  this  Deponent  perceived  a  grapple  with 
four  hooks,  which  hung  from  the  bottom  of  the  Machine, 
dragging  along  the  ground,  which  carried  up  with  it  into 
the  air  a  fmall  parcel  of  loofe  oats,  which  the  women 
were  raking  in  the  field.  And  this  Deponent  further  on 

_  t 

his  oath  faith,  that  when  the  Machine  had  rifen  clear 
from  the  ground  about  twenty  yards,  the  gentleman  fpoke 
to  this  deponent  and  the  reft  of  the  people  with  his  trum¬ 
pet,  wifhing  them  good  bye,  and  faying  that  he  Ihould 
foon  go  out  of  fight.  And  this  deponent  further  on  his 
oath  faith,  that  the  Machine  in  which  the  gentleman 
came  down  to  the  earth,  appeared  to  coniift  of  two  diftin£b 
parts  connected  together  by  ropes,  namely,  that  in  which 
the  gentleman  appeared  to  be,  a  ftage  boarded  at  the  bot¬ 
tom,  and  covered  with  netting  and  ropes  on  the  Tides, 
about  four  feet  and  a  half  high,  and  the  other  part  of  the 
Machine  appeared  in  the  fhape  of  an  urn,  about  thirty  feet 
Jiigh,  and  of  the  fame  diameter,  made  of  canvafs,  like  oil 
fkin,  with  green,  red,  and  yellow  ftripes, 

NATHANIEL  WHITBREAD* 

Sworn  before  me  this  Uventieth 

* 

day  of  September ,  1784* 

WILLIAM  BAKER. 


The, 


The  voluntary  declaration  and  depofitions  on  oath,  of 

William  Harper,  of  the  Parifh  of  Hatfield ,  in  the 

*  * 

county  of  Hertford,  Labourer,  and  of  Mary  Butter¬ 
field,  of  Parifh  of  North  Minims,  in  the  County  of  Hert¬ 
ford,  bpinfter. 

THIS  Deponent  William  Harper,  on  his  oath,  faith, 
that  as  he  was  mowing  oats  in  a  certain  field ,  called  Etna, 
in  the  Parifh  of  North  Mimms,  in  the  County  of  Hertford, 
on  Wednefday  the  15th  of  this  inftant  September,  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Thomas  Blackwell,  Thomas  Moore,  John 
Richardfon,  and  feveral  others,  he  perceived  a  large  Ma¬ 
chine  hovering  in  the  air,  and  gradually  approaching  the? 
ground,  near  the  boundary  line  of  the  Manors  of  Northaw 
and  North  Mimms  ;  that  on  his  approaching  the  Machine, 
in  company  of  the  perfons  aforementioned,  the  Machine 

which  had  then  pafTed  the  faid  boundary  line,  touched  the 
earth  in  the  faid  held,  called  Etna.  And  this  Deponent 
being  then  at  the  diftance  of  four  or  five  poles  from  the 
fame,  -plainly  perceived  a  gentleman  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  faid  Machine,  dreffed  in  light  coloured  cloaths,  and 
a  cocked  up  hat,  who,  on  the  Machine  touching  the 
ground,  threw  out  a  parcel  of  duff,  or  white  fand  ;  that 
immediately  the  Machine  mounted  again  into  the  air,  and 
went  off  in  a  North  dire£tion,  that  while  the  Machine 
continued  touching  the  ground,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Whit¬ 
bread,  who  was  likewife  prefent  on  horfeback,  defired 
this  Deponent,  and  the  reft  who  were  prefent  to  flop  the 
faid  Machine,  which  fome  of  them,  and  in  particular 
Thomas  Blackwell  attempted  to  do,  but  the  gentleman 

I  deftring 
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defiring  them  not  to  flop  the  Machine,  they  defifted. 
And  this  Deponent  Mary  Butterfield,  on  her  oath,  faith, 
thatfhe  was  raking  oats  in  the  faid  field  called  Etna,  on 
Wednefday  the  15th  of  September,  inftant,  between  three 
and  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  company  with  Mary 
Crawley,  Sarah  Day,  and  others,  and  percei  ved  a  large  Ma¬ 
chine  hovering  over  Northaw  Common,  and  approaching 
the  earth  in  the  field  where  this  Deponent  was  at  work, 
which  at  length  it  touched  in  the  faid  field  called  Etna, 
and  during  the  time  that  it  fo  touched  the  ground,  a  kitten 
which  was  in  the  lower  part  of  the  faid  Machine,  came 
out  on  the  field,  which  this  Deponent  picked  up,  and  foon 
afterwards  fold  to  a  gentleman  who  came  up  to  the  hedge 
fide,  enquiring  after  the  Machine,  which  he  called  an  Air 
Balloon.  That  this  Deponent  plainly  perceived  a  gen¬ 
tleman  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Machine,  drefied  in  light 
coloured  cloaths,  who,  on  the  Machine  afcending  again, 
fpoke  through  his  trumpet, and  wiflied  them  good  bye.  And 
thefe  Deponants,  William  Harper  and  Mary  Butterfield, 
feverally,  on  their  oaths,  fay  that  the  Machine  which 
came  down  to  the  earth,  appeared  to  confift  of  two  parts 
connected  together,  namely  that  in  which  the  gentleman 
was,  appeared  to  be  a  frame-work  of  wood  and  netting, 
from  which  there  ftuck  out  a  fort  of  wing,  and  the  other 
part  of  the  Machine  appeared  in  the  fhape  of  a  large  pear 
with  the  ftalk  downwards,  and  appeared  to  be  made  of 
filk  or  canvas,  in  firipes  of  green  and  red;  and  this  De¬ 
ponent,  Mary  Butterfield,  further,  on  her  oath,  faith,  that 
when  the  Machine  was  afcending  from  the  ground,  fhe, 

this  Deponent  perceived  an  anchor  or  grapple  drag  along 

the 
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the  ground,  which  took  with  it  a  fmall  pared  of  the  oats 
from  the  field,  where  they  were  raking. 

his 

WILLIAM  X  HARPER, 
mark. 

her 

MARYX  BUTTERFIELD, 
mark. 

% 

Sworn  before  me  this  20th  day  of  September,  1784. 


The  voluntary  declaration  and  depofition  on  oath  of 
Elizabeth  Brett,  Spinfter,  fervant  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Read,  farmer,  in  the  parifh  of  Standon,  in  the  county  of 
Herts. 

THIS  Deponent  on  her  oath  faith,  that  on  Wednefday, 
the  15th  day  of  September,  inftant,  between  four  and  five 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  (he,  this  Deponent,  being  then 
at  work  in  her  mailer’s  brew-houfe,  heard  an  uncommon 
and  loud  noife,  which,  on  attending  to  it,  file  conceived 
to  be  the  found  of  men  Tinging,  as  they  returned  from, 
harvefthome.  That  upon  going  to  the  door  of  the  houfe 
fhe  perceived  a  ftrange  large  body  in  the  air,  and  on  ap¬ 
proaching  it  in  a  meadow- Held  near  the  houfe,  called 
Long  Mead,  fhe  perceived  a  man  in  it ;  that  the  perfon  in 
the  machine,  which  fhe  knew  not  what  to  make  of,  but 
which  the  perfon  in  it  called  an  Air  Balloon,  called  to 
her  to  take  hold  of  the  rope,  which  fhe  did  accordingly  ; 
that  John  Mills  and  George  Phillips,  labourers  with 
faid  Mr.  Thomas  Read,  came  up  foon  after,  and  being 
likswife  requefted  to  affift  in  holding  the  rope,  both  made 

5  %  their 
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their  excufes,  one  of  them,  George  Phillips,  faying  he 
was  too  fhort,  and  John  Mills  faying  that  he  did  not  like 
it;  that  this  deponent  continued  to  hold  the  rope  till  fome 
other  harveft  men  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Robinfon,  of  High 
Crofs  came  up,  by  whofe  affiftance  the  machine  was  held 
down  till  the  perfon  got  out  of  the  machine;  and  this 
Deponent,  further  on  her  oath  faith,  that  the  perfon  now 
prefent,  and  {hewn  to  her  by  William  Baker,  Efq  the 
juftice  of  peace  before  whom  this  Depofition  is  taken,  as 
Mr.  Vincent  Lunardi,  and  in  her  prefence  de  lares  him- 
felf  to  be  Mr.  Vincent  Lunardi,  was  the  perfon  who 
called  tome  from  the  Machine,  as  above  ftated,  and  who 
defeended  therefrom  in  the  faid  field,  called  Long  Mea- 

-  ,  '  i  •  r  v  t 

dow. 

u  '  her 

ELIZABETH  XI  BRETT. 

mark. 

t 

Sivorn  before  we  this  16 th  day  of  September ,  1784,  at 
Barf  or  d  Bury ,  in  the  County  of  Hertford ,  aforefaid . 


The  voluntary  declaration  and  depositions  on  oath  of 
Jonas  Langton,  John  Chiven,  James  Cramplan, 
Edward  Bentley,  William  Waller,  feverally  made 
this  17th  day  of  September,  1784,  before  William  Ba- 
jcer,  Efq.  one  of  his  Majefty’s  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for 
the  county  of  Hertford . 

THE  faid  Deponents,  on  their  oath,  feverally  declare, 

4 

that  on  the  15th  of  this  inftant,  September,  between 
four  and  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  being  then  at  work, 
fome  of  them  in  the  harvefi:  fields,  and  others  in  the 

i7  v  . . '  ‘  -  '  •  farm-* 
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farm-yard  of  Meflrs*  Benjamin  Robinfdn  and  James 
Snow,  in  the  pariflh  of  Stondon,  in  the  county  of  Hert¬ 
ford,  they  law  a  large  and  uncommon  Machine  hovering 
in  the  air,  which  they  feverally  followed  till  it  arrived  at  a 
certain  mead,  called  Long  Mead,  in  the  occupation  of 
Thomas  Read,  yeoman,  of  Stondon  aforefaid,  where  the 
fame  touched  the  ground,  and  on  their  feverally  arriving  at 
the  fame  place,  they  found  Elizabeth  Brett,  Spinffer, 
maid  fervant  with  Thomas  Read  aforefaid,  holding  a  rope 
which  was  fixed  to  the  faid  Machine  ;  that  on  their  feve¬ 
rally  approaching  thefaid  Machine,  they  perceived  a  gen¬ 
tleman  in  one  part  of  it,  who  defired  them  to  affift  Eliza¬ 
beth  Brett  the  fervant,  who  was  then  holding  the  rope, 
which  they  did  accordingly  ;  that  by  this  affiftance  the 
Machine  being  ftopped,  the  gentleman  who  was  in  it  came 
out,  and  to  thefe  Deponents  declared,  that  he  had  fet  out 
from  the  Artillery  Ground  in  London,  a  little  after 
two  o’clock,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  faid  day,  in  the  Ma¬ 
chine,  and  had  travelled  through  the  air  to  the  place  where 
they  found  him. 

Sworn  before  me ,  this  17  th  day  of  September ,  1784,  at 
far  ford  Bury t  in  the  county  of  Hertford, 

!  ■  i 


A  Gen  • 
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A  Gentleman  well  known  in  the  Literary  World  having  fent  ' 
Mr.  LUNARDI  the  following  Epijlle  as  a  compliment  to  his 
Genius  and  enterprising  Spirit,  Mr.  Lunar di’j  Friends  have 
Jlrongly  exfirejfed  their  wijhes  to  have  it  annexed  to  thefe  Letters , 
and  the  Author  has  obligingly  given  permijjion  to  have  it  printed 

i 

with  them. 


AN  EPISTLE 


T  O 

Sig.  VINCENZO  LUNARDI. 

«  t  X  ' 


IB  ,  XCUSE  it,  bold  Youth,  if  a  ftranger  Ihould  dare 
To  addrefs  thus  YourHlghnefs  as  King  of  the  Air , 

For  l  was  a  witnefs,  a  charmed  one,  I  own. 

When  you  fprung  to  the  ikies,  and  afcended  your  throne 
Amid  two  hundred  thoufand  good  people  afiembled. 

Who  felt  for  your  fame,  for  your  fafety  too  trembled ; 

Whilfl  you,  a  true  Hero,  of  nothing  afraid 

Took  leave  of  the  world,  and  mankind,  undifmay’d  ; 

Determin’d  to  bid  every  danger  defiance 

For  the  nobleft  of  conquefts,  the  conquefl:  of  Science. 

When  you  bid  us  adieu,  and  firfi:  quitted  the  earth. 

To  what  varied  fentiments  gave  you  quick  birth  ? 

Each  mind  was  brim  full  of  unnumber’d  ftrange  notions. 
Each  eye  all  attention,  to  watch  all  your  motions. 
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The  multitude  fcarcely  believ’d  that  a  man 
With  his  fenfes  about  him  could  form  fuch  a  plan, 

And  thought  that  as  Bedlam  was  fo  very  nigh 

You  had  better  been  there,  than  turned  loofe  in  the  fky  l 

But  when  they  perceiv’d  you  rofe  higher  and  higher, 

O’ertop’d  every  building,  each  church,  and  each  fpire. 

They  extoll’d  with  one  voice  your  fuperlative  merit, 

Who  could  hazard  your  life  with  fo  dauntlefs  a  fpirit. 

With  benevolent  wifhes  each  bofom  now  burns, 

And  Aave  and  Amazement  both  fill  it  by  turns  — 

“  Where’s  he  going?  cries  one, — Why  he  flirinks  from 

[our  fight  1 

“  And  where’s  this  poor  fellow  to  quarter  to  night  l 
4t  If  he  foars  at  this  rate  in  his  filken  balloon. 

He’ll  furely  by  Sunfet  be  up  with  the  Moon  !** 

Whilft  God  fave  his  Soul,  was  the  prayer  of  mod. 

As  they  took  it  for  granted  your  Body  was  loft— 

The  lovers  of  fcience  who  belt  of  all  knew 

\  .  *  )  \ 

How  much  might  be  hop’d  from  a  Genius  like  you, 

In  filence  purfu’d  you,  unwilling  to  fpeak. 

For  the  tear  of  anxiety  dole  down  their  cheek. — 

In  their  own  way  of  thinking,  all  felt,  and  all  reafon’d. 
Greedy  Aldermen  judg’d  that  your  flight  was  ill  feafon’d. 
That  you’d  better  have  taken  a  good  dinner  firft, 

Nor  have  pinch’d  your  poor  flomach  by  hunger,  or  third;. 

In  perfect  indifF’rence  the  Beau  yawn’d  a  blefHng, 

And  fear’d  before  night  that  your  hair  would  want  drefllng.5 
But  the  Ladies,  all  zeal,  fent  their  wiflies  in  air. 

For  a  man  of  fuch  fpirit  is  ever  their  care  1 


Attornies 
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Attornies  were  puzzled  how  now  they  could  fue  yoo9 
Underwriters  what  premium  they’d  now  take  to  Do  you9 
Whilfl  the  fallow-fac’d  Jew  of  his  Monies  fo  fond 
Thank’d  Mofes,  he  never  had  taken  your  Bond . 

Amid  thefe  fenfations  which  mov’d  us  below 
Through  the  realms  of  pure  Ether  triumphant  you  go, 

A  courfe  which  no  mortal  had  here  before  dar’d  ; 

For  You,  was  the  rife,  and  the  glory  prepar’d ; 

Though  depriv’d  of  that  Friend  who  had  urg’d  the  fond  claim 
To  partake  all  your  dangers,  and  fhare  in  your  fame. 

From  all  human  aid  though  cut  off,  and  alone, 

When  mounting  thus  iingly,  you  Hill  greater  fhone  !  — - 

Ah  !  tell  me  LUNARDI, — hereafter  you  may  ! 

What  new  fcenes  of  wonder  your  Eight  muft  difpiay  ? 

How  awful  the  feel,  when  through  new  regions  gliding. 
Through  currents  untry’d,  and  from  cloud  to  cloud  Hiding! 
With  what  new  ideas  your  mind  mult  o’erfiow  ! 

With  what  new  fenfations  your  bofcm  mult  glow  !— 

How  little,  how  trifling,  mult  then  in  your  eyes 
Have  feem’d  what  below  we  look  up  to,  and  prize  ! 

3St o  more  than  a  molehill,  the  Tower’s  old  walls, 

A  Hop-pole  the  Monument,— -Bandbox,  St.  Pauls. 

The  vait  holt  of  people  you  quitted  fo  lately, 

Which  fpread  to  each  prefent  a  fcene  the  molt  Eately, 

To  one  who  fo  aidant  on  •<  1 '  of  us  gazes 

Muit  look  like  a  meadow  embioider’a  with  daffies  5 

Nay, 


f  6S  1 

4 

Nay,  e’en  this  Great  City  vve  all  hold  fo  deal* 

As  a  Honey-comb  only  to  you  would  appear, 

All  it’s  Shipping  mere  fpots,  though  its  bulwark  and  pride, 
TH^Bank  and  the  Treasury  hardly  defcry’d* 

The  abodes  of  the  Great  not  difcern’d  e’en  with  winking* 
And  the  Thames  but  a  bafcn  for  lap-dogs  to  drink  in. 
pTis  the  points  whence  we  view  things  which  fix,  or  create 

Our  imperfect  conceptions  of  Little,  or  Great!— 

« 

An  adventurous  {tripling,  fofweetOviD  lings, 

Had  the  boldnefs  to  foar  once  on  two  mighty  wings* 
Unguided  by  judgment,  and  wand’ring  too  high, 

He  met  his  juft  fate,  and  was  plung’d  from  the  fky. 

And  all  that  the  world  from  this  tale  have  been  able 
To  learn,  was,  it  gave  falfe  Ambition  a  fable.— 

But  ficm  Bights  fuch  as  yours  we’ve  reafon  to  hope 
Bhilofophy  one  day  may  gain  wider  fcope* 

The  fecrets  of  nature  are  fiowly  reveal’d. 

Though  much  is  difeover’d,  far  more  is  concealed.—* 

A  fpirit  like  yours  can.  ' fli ft  beft  the  caufe 
And  more  clearly  illuflrate  her  motions  ana  laws  5 
But  (hould  not  to  you  the  great  lot  be  aftigned 
To  eftablifh  new  dodrines  of  air  or  of  wind. 

Should  future  Adventurers  ftill  further  rove* 

And  mirfuing  your  courfe,  your  difcov’ries  improve. 

Vet  know.  Gallant  Youth,  that  to  none  but  to  Yov 
Will  in  England  the  praife,  and  the  triumph  be  due, 

In  the  Fi'ist  bold  attempt  fo  intrepid  who  {hone, 

Ana  ihow’d  by  Example  how  much  could  be  dore. 

^  Cut 
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Oar  country  will  gratefully  boaft  of  your  name. 

And  LUNARDI  be  plac’d  on  the  bright  fcroll  of  fame., 
With  the  warmefi:  acclaims  of  the  Public  applauded. 

By  Philosophers  lov’d-— By  the  Muse  too  recorded  !— 

Amidfl  all  thefe  honors,  a  Granger  who  fir’d 
By  what  he  beheld,  what  yourfelf  have  infpir’d, 

Hound  your  temples  while  this  little  tribute  he  wreaths. 
Thus  with  zeal  his  fond  willies  propnetick  he  breathes. 
Long  enjoy  Th’  Aerial  Throne  you  now  fit  on! 

And  live,  ah  !  long  live,— The  Columbus  of  Britain  ! 


r 
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Explanation  of  the  Plate  of  the  Balloon » 

f  -■%  •  W , 

s  Crown,  to  which  the  Rope  was  fattened 

2  Net-work 

3  Ropes,  forty- five  in  Number,  a  Rope  every  four  Meihes 

4  1  Nooies,  through  which  the  Atmofnherical  Air  was  con- 

5  j  veytd  into  the  Balloon,  when  exhibited  at  the  Lyceum 

6  Wheel,  to  which  all  the  Ropes  were  fattened 

7  Ropes,  which  fatten  the  Gallery  to  the  Wheel 

8  "j  Oars,  by  means  of  which  I  could  keep  the  Balloon  at  a 

9  >  certain  Level,  and  defcend  without  loofing  Inflamma- 
)  ble  Air  for  that  Purpofe 

10  Gallery 

1 1  Grapple,  or  Anchor,  tofecure  it  when  it  touched  the  ground 
t  2  Enghfh  Flag,  which  I  threw  down,  to  afiure  the  incredulous, 

that  there  was  an  Individual  in  the  Gallery 
13  Cat,  Dog,  and  a  Pidgeon 


Explanation  of  the  ylpparatus , 

1  Net 

2  Balloon 

3  Crown  to  fufpend  the  Balloon 

4  Barrels  of  Zinc 
3  Oil  of  Vitriol 

6  Backs,  in  which  the  Water  and  Oil  of  Vitriol  was  mixed 


7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

*3 

H 
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Recipient  of  Oil  of  Vitriol  and  Water 

Pipes,  which  contain  Zinc,  Water,  and  Oil  of  Vitriol 

Recipient  of  the  Inflammable  Air,  full  of  Soap  Lees 

Recipient  for  the  Refiduals 

Fip  es  full  of  Water 

Blocks  to  raife  the  Balloon 


Blocks  to  fufpend  the  Stilliards  to  weigh  the  Balloon,  Gal¬ 
lery,  Machinery,  See 
Blocks  to  raife  the  Flafks  of  Vitriol 
A  Stage  to  fupport  the  lower  Part  of  the  Balloon 
Tube,  which  conveys  the  Inflammable  Air  into  the  Balloon 


&ith  perfinl  as  Haifa  to  have  the  fin  t ft  hnpreftions,  an  defined  to  fend  their  orders,  as  feon  as  pofii&U-j 
as  the  Books  will  be  delivered  in  the  order  they  are  fubfcribed  for. 

PROPOSITIONS  to  the  PUBLIC. 

BELL’s  EDITION  of  SHAKSPERE’s  WORKS, 

Printed  complete  from  the  TEXT  of  SAMUEL  JOHNSON  and  GEORGE  STEEVENS. 

THIS  Work  is  intended  to  fuperfede  the  neceflity  for  any  other  Edition,  as  it  wil!  be  calculated, 
to  gratify  every  clafs' of  Readers. — The  Publiiher  intends  that  it  (hall  not  only  be  the  moft  per - 
fed  and  beautiful  kVork  that  Britain  ever  produced,  but  afto  the  cheapeft',  he  humbly  hopes  for 
public  Patronage,  in  proportion  to  the  merits  of  the  undertaking,  and  he  refpeftfully  folicits 
particular  attention  to  the  following  circumftances. 

The  Plan  is  to  print  each  Play,  fingly  and  entire ,  from  the  laft  tevifions  of  Dr.  SAMUEL 
JOHNSON,  and  GEORGE  STEEVENS,  Efq.  &c.  with  their  Chat  alters  of  the  Play,  and 
the  Origin  <f  the  Fable ,  as  an  mtroduftory  Preface  to  each  J*laj^;  diftinguifhing  alfo  fuch 
Palfages  as  are  ulually  omitted  in  the  reprefentation.  * 

the  Plays  to  be  printed  by  MeiT.  FRYS  andCOUCHMAN,  in  a  fmall  pocket 
fize,  fomethmg  larger  than  BELL’s  EDITION  OF  THE  POETS,  on  two  forts  of  Papery 
the  belt  of  which  wiil  be  fuse-fine  writing-poft  quality ,  on  the  principle  .of  the  fplendid  Edition  of 
Voltaire,  with  Paris  Ink,  on  a  new  Burgeois  Letterv  caft  and  delicately  drefied  on  purpofe. 
iEmbellifhments  for  this  fort,  will  cdnfift  of  a  charaiteriftic  Print ,  repreienting  a  Spirited. 
Likenefs  of  fome  favourite  Performer,  befides  an  original  Vignette  fcene  Print ,  defigned  by 
Mr.  LOUTHERBOURG,  and  engraved  principally  by  MeiT.  BARTOLOZZI,  DELATTRE, 
and  HEATH,  of  this  Country;  and  the  reft  by  the  moil:  eminent  Artifts  of  FRANCE: 
Reward  is  the  fpur  to  Emulation,  and  Emulation  the  parent  of  Merit ;  it  is  therefore  the 
Tublifher’s  intention,  to  call  forth,  on  this  occafion,  the  GENIUS  and  ABILITIES  of  the 
greateft  and  moft  rival  nations  on  earth. 

The  Plays  thus  ernbellifhed  and  executed  will  be  fold  at  One  Shilling  and  Sixpence  each. 

The  infdridr  fort  will  be  on  common  printing  paper,  and  be  enriched  with  the  charcK- 
teriftic  Print  only,  containing,  neverthelefs,  the  fame  Letter-Preft,  and  printed  on  the  fame 
Type— -this  copy  will  be  fold  at  the  ulual  price,  even  of  the  meaneft  Editions,  viz.  Six¬ 
pence  each  Play. 

MACBETH  is  now  ready  for  delivery,  finished  in  a  beautiful  manner,  as  a  fpecimen  of 
She  Work  in  general ;  the  lecond  Play  will  be  publilhed  in  November  1784,  and  the  reft  in  weekly 
fucceffion  until  the  whole  are  completed  in  thirty-fix  numbers. 

AFTERWARDS, 

The  Prefaces,  Advertiferhents ,  Introductory  Matter ,  and  the  Notes  of  every  Commentator ,  who  have 
pretended  to  illuftrate  SHAKSPERE,  will  be  comprifed  and  digefted,  into  one  clear  point  of  view, 

with  references  to  the  Text  of  each  Piece. - -Theft  Lucubrations  will  be  printed  alfo  periodically 

—each  number  to  contain  the  Notes  Variorum,  and  other  neceflary  information  on  two,  at  leaft,  of 
SHAKSPERE ’s  PLAY  S — each  number  of  thefe  Notes  will  he  ernbellifhed  with  an 
ORIGINAL  PORTRAIT  of  the  Author,  or  fome  of  our  mod  admired  Commentators ,  to  be 
fold  at  the  fame  prices  of  the  Plays — any  fugle  Play,  or  Commentary,  may  be  had  feparate. — 

The  Work  will  be  printed  for  J.  BELL,  at  the  Briiijh  Library ,  in  the  Strand. - A  Lift  of 

Subfcribers  will  be  inferted  in  the  laft  Play;  and  the  heft  ImpreJJions  of  the  Work  (hall  be  delivered 
to  original  Subfcribers ;  which,  from  the  Brilliancy  and  Beautifulnefs  of  the  Impreffions,  will  in 
a  few  months  after  their  publication,  rife  far  above  their  firft  coft. 

General  Titles  will  be'  printed— -by  which  the  Work  may  be  arranged  and  bound  ,  when  completed, 
in  Volumes,  or  fingle  Plays,  with  or  without  the  Commentaries,  agreeable  to  the  will  of  the 
Subfcriber. 

J.  BELLAS  REASONS  for  Printing  this  WORK, 
and  OBSERVATIONS  on  its  Propriety. 

the  firft  place.  The  Publisher  is  ambitious  of  producing  a  Work  which  may  attraft  the, 
admiration  of  all  Europe,  in  hopes  of  deriving  a  proportionate  fihare  of  reputation  and  advantage  t? 
Jsimfelfj  he,  therefore,  fixes  on  our  immortal  Dramatic  Bard. 

Secondly,  A  polite  and  well-informed  clafs  of  P.eaders  having  declared  it  as  their  opinion,  that 
SHAKSPERE  has  been  elucidated  into  obfurity ,  fuggefted  firft  the  aefign  of  printing  his  Plays, 
entire,  cleared  from  the  incumbrance  and  interruption  of  Notes. — The  text  of  Dr.  JOHNSON,  and 
Mr.  STEEVENS,  is  confequently  preferred,  which,  as  Mr.  MALONE  obferves,  feems  now,  indeed, 
finally  fettled ,  by  a  diligent  collation  of  all  the  old  copies  hitherto  difcovefed,  and  the  judicious, 
reftoration  of  ancient  readings.— The  rejeftion  of  all  Notes,  from  the  page  of  the  text,  is  even  ap¬ 
proved  by  Dr.  JOHNSON  himfelf,  who  fays,  that  “  The  reader  is  fetdom  pleafed  to  find  his  opinion 
anticipated — it  is  natural  to  delight  more  in  what  use  find ,  or  make ,  than  in  what  vie  receive. — Judg  - 
tnent,  like  other  faculties ,  is  improved  by  practice ,  and  its  advancement  is  hindered  by  fubmiftion  to  dic¬ 
tatorial  decifions .” 

In  order  to  obviate  every  poffible  objection,  and  to  accommodate  this  Edition,  to  the  tafte  of  every, 
reader — t he  Prefaces ,  Introductions ,  Advertifements — the  hiftorical  and  literary  information  of  cvtrf 
Xditor  of  SHAKSPERE,  6f  which  there  have  not  been  lefs  than  eight ,  as  well  as  the  Notes  and 
critical  illuftrations  of  every  Commentator ,  of  which  there  are  upwards  of/ruen/y— will  be  printed* 
in  a  diftinCt ,  compact,  and  clear  point  of  view,  referring  familiarly  from  Text  to  Notes,  and  front 
Commentaries  to  Text,  by  the  mode  of  printing — fo  that,  in  faft,  this  Edition  will  comprife  the 
labours  of  eight  EDITORS  and  the  elucidations  of,  at  leaft,  feventy  ANNOTATORS. 

As  to  the  Embellifliments,  they  will  be  new  and  magnificent.  The  Public  have  much  to  expeft 
L'om  the  luperior  talents  of  Mr.  LOUTHERBOURG — his  having  long  lived  in  habits  of  intimacy 
with  Mr.  GARRICK,  his  familiarity  with  the  ftage,  and  dramatic  effeft,  added  to  the  Renown 
he  has  acquired  in  every  line  of  his  profeffion,  promifes  to  foar  ftill  higher  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

The  Engravings  of  Mr.  BARTOLOZZI  are  fecure  of  praile  and  admiration  in  every  part  of  the 
*Fvorld;  and  the  reft  lhall  be  as  near  his  ftandard  of  merit,  as  the  Artifts  of  England  and  France 
ca»  produce. 

ouch  is  the  defign ,  and  the  Publiiher  confidently  hopes,  that  the  execution  of  it  will  tranfeend  his 
feeble  defeription. — He  is  aware  of  having  many  impediments  oppofed  to  its  circulation,  through  the 
u.ual  channels  of  the  trade;  he  forefees  a  hoft  of  foes,  and  the  powerful  oponents  with  whom  he  . 
Trvju,  in  confequence,  have  to  combat — but,  (hieided  as  he  Is  by  a  firm  refolution,  and  the  Ipirit  of 
his  catife5  he  will  boldly  meet  his  adyerfaries,  and  vindicate  his  claim  to  public  protection. 


